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WELCOME FROM THE HEADMASTER

Some have asked me what I have learnt from 
my recent experience of being unwell. It has 
been fifty years since I spent more than a day in  
hospital. My overriding impression was 
that hospitals are like an enormous ecosystem 
with so many factors needed to have an effect.

Six days a week I am seen by physiotherapists 
who make me laugh by finding muscles and  
tendons that hurt and then go and hurt them 
some more! But as they have taught me to walk, 
I can forgive them for anything. Occupational 
therapists help me to write again. Speech  
therapists are strengthening my voice.  
Radiologists X ray and MRI scan me while  
assistant nurses hold my foot for comfort. I see 
a dietician who tells me to forget healthy, low  
calorie eating and to fill myself with protein, 
carbohydrates and fats to regain the muscle I’ve 
lost. I see a pharmacist once in a while who is 
kind enough to liquidise some of my many drugs 
and I see a psychologist who I suspect is  
almost as sceptical of mindfulness as I am. I 
was particularly struck by how the roles and  
responsibilities of the nurses have changed 
out of all recognition. It’s a profession made up 
graduates today with staff nurses undertaking 
more than many realise. Over the period of just 
24 hours one nurse gave me injections, ad-
justed my pain killers, undertook an ultrasound 
scan to check something that looked awry and 
was listened to carefully by consultant phy-
sicians. I know some have been applauding 
health care workers for their commitment and 
willingness to put themselves in harm’s way to 
look after 
 patients. I applaud them for their skill. 

How lucky I have been to have so many people 
in addition to my consultant looking after me. 

They are all in honourable roles so if you are 
drawn to one of these professions, go and find 
out more!
In hospitals, as in the schools and other  
organisations where I have worked, there are 
those who go above and beyond their  
professional obligations. For a time, I shared 
a room with a young Filipino who was injured 
aboard a fishing boat. He found the language  
difficult, the food unappealing and missed his 
family who were thousands of miles away. One 
nurse who could speak his language would go 
and buy him food (at her expense) that he en-
joyed and sat with him whether she was on duty 
or not. When it came time for him to fly home, 
she came in on her day off to pack his bags and 
got him ready to travel. 
I also benefitted from acts of kindness especial-
ly at Aberdeen Royal Infirmary where I began 
my hospital stay. I was a pretty helpless for a 
while especially in the intensive care unit. Too 
unwell to be showered I depended on nursing 
assistants to wash me each day. Always done 
efficiently, a few individuals undertook what you 
might think to be a mundane duty with tender 
care. 

I’m writing this article for the pupils of Albyn School. A number of you were 
kind enough to send your good wishes when I fell ill this year 

and this is especially for you...  
 

I learnt that sometimes doing your very best; 
tackling a task as well as you can not as quickly 
as you can, adds something exceptional to you 
and those around you. It’s a lesson that will  
travel with me and that I pass onto you. And to 
the three Shetland nurses who haven’t been 
home for months, and who showed me such 
kindness, God bless you.

Soon all the opportunities of being back at 
school will present themselves to you again. 
They may initially tire you but seize every  
opportunity. Rehearse and perform to your best. 
Train till it hurts, study till you get the break-
through in understanding that you are looking 
for. Sleep enough, eat enough. Live life to the 

max and don’t let your phone run (or ruin) your 
life. The Covid virus has touched all our lives in 
big and small ways – very few of them good. Life 
is something to be treasured. Take no  
unnecessary risks with yourself or your families. 
Your life, hopes and aspirations are important to 
so many. I have been supported by the work and 
prayers of family, colleagues, medical  
professionals, carers, chaplains and strangers 
who have given me the courage, endurance and 
patience when my own reserves so nearly failed. 
Will my experiences make me a better person? 
Maybe or maybe not but I thank God for the 
chance to try. 

Written by Headmaster, Dr Long

“We are not now that strength which in old days Moved earth and heaven, that 
which we are, we are, One equal temper of heroic hearts, Made weak by time and 

fate, but strong in will To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.”
Ulysses Alfred Lord Tennyson - 1809-1892 

- SCHOOL NEWS -  

- LOCKDOWN EDITION- 

- SCHOOL NEWS -  

- ALBYNSCHOOL.CO.UK- 54



The past two years as President of the Albyn FP Club has been great. We have been  
invited to many school events and hosted a few new ones of our own. We attended the Upper 
school performance of Evita, where the FP Hall had been transformed into a street in Buenos 

Aires, the performance was incredible and very professional. The hardwork and  
creativity which had been put in by the pupils and staff to deliver such a fantastic  

performance was clear for all to see. 

The FP Club created a bond with ASPA, which led us to host a table at the Christmas Fair, and we 

also enjoyed helping out at the Fireworks. These events are great to attend, as you really do see 
the children of Albyn enjoying what the school and extra committee’s have to offer them. 

Over the past two years, we have awarded three students with the FP Award. In 2019 we  
awarded Freya G with the FP Award, and in 2020 we awarded Joe T and Sean D the FP 

Award. We felt that these students were deserving winners of the award who we felt completely 

embodied the values of Albyn and are wonderful ambassadors for the school. We look forward to 
having them join the FP Club soon. 

During the year the Club have had a number of new events. Unfortunately I could not attend the 

cocktail making evening but was kept updated by my committee and it definitely looked like a fun 
evening. The wreath making at Christmas was very successful with Kirsty  

Thomson of Flower Vogue leading the attendees in their efforts to produce the fabulous wreaths 
that adorned their homes for the festive period. 

In March of this year, twenty teams competed for the trophy and we were definitely tested by Jill 

and Bruce Campbell who wrote the quiz questions. Our grateful thanks to them, as always. 
We welcomed guests from St Margarets, Harlaw and 
RGC and it was an enjoyable and succesful evening, 

raising over £500 for club funds. 

Lastly, although we couldn’t attend the Closing  
Ceremony this year, we enjoyed watcihng it online 
and sending off the 2020 leavers, with a memory 

that will last them a lifetime.

Former Pupil Club Update by President Jo Hardie
We live in a society dominated by Instagram  
influencers, reality TV stars and advertisers  
peddling impossible to attain body images. 
Every time you post a picture online you are  
constantly checking how many “likes” you have 
received, how many followers you have and 
how many “friends”. We are regularly exposing  
ourselves to the world and then  
disappointed that in some way we have not 
achieved the perfect look, or the perfect life of 
the people we admire on social media. We worry 
about how we appear to our friends and peers. 
The whole process is addictive because of our 
fear of missing out. On balance, while some 
may be motivated to be innovative and 
productive, by and large most people,  
particularly youngsters, are left disappointed, 
anxious, unhappy and even depressed. 

Young people now live their lives primarily  
online where there is often no place to hide. In 
this universe small disappointments can be  
magnified into significant social  
embarrassments and occasionally bullying.  
Little wonder you choose not to try new  
challenges, expose yourself to new  
experiences or avoid an undertaking where 
your failure would be known to all in your wider 
circle. There is pressure to do well in school, be 
part of the “it” crowd and friendships causing 
pain. Every generation has it’s owns issues and 
the pandemic has added even more pressure 
keeping you away from friends, upsetting long 
established routines like school and probably 
adding endless worries about exams or the lack 
of them. Taking everything into account it is 
little wonder that taking risks is at the bottom 
of your list of priorities. Think again about this, 
what better time is there to do something  
different? People are preoccupied with their 
own concerns and worries about what the  
future will look like. The opportunities facing 
you will be new ones; should you go to Univer-
sity there may be less partying, more online 
lessons and more limited socialising. The  
activities on offer may differ (fewer rock  
concerts?) and job requirements may change 

substantially and not just because we are all  
becoming more aware of our social and  
environmental responsibilities. This is a time 
of extraordinary change which we will realise 
perhaps a few years from now.

The positive effect of the pandemic disruption is 
that you have the opportunity to do something 
different, think outside the box, trying  
something outside your comfort zone. You may 
fail in your endeavour not once but perhaps 
several times. Your contemporaries will be  
doing the same. Each time you fail you will have 
learnt something. Have you wondered why it 
is taking so long for scientists to come up with 
a Covid 19 vaccine? Normally it takes 10-15 
years of trial and error before a pharmaceutical 
company can come up with a successful drug.  
This is true in all disciplines. It is rare to find an 
author whose very first effort at writing  
produced a best seller. Like Steven, Derren 
Brown’s subject, you have it in you to conquer 
your fear of failure, although you don’t have to 
use the extreme methods employed by  
Derren Brown to do it. So, starting today, DO 
ONE THING EVER DAY THAT SCARES YOU.

A letter from the Chair of Governors
“Do One Thing Every Day That Scares You”

Meera Dennis - Chair of Governors
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ASPA

We introduced the ACE curriculum in the 
Lower School last academic year and it’s 
been a huge hit with the pupils ever since. Mr 
Nathan Davies, Lower School Head said, “The 
aim of our ACE curriculum is to enrich pupil 
learning beyond the traditional curriculum, 
building skills and interests they might not 
have considered before in a series of  
electives. It follows a ‘Head, Heart, Hands’  
approach with pupils learning skills that 
develop their theoretical understanding of 
the world such as French, Science, German 
and Thinking Skills; skills and understanding 
about their part in the world such as  
Rotakids and courses on how the brain  
operates and resilience; and hands on skills 
such as bikeability, a variety of sports  
opportunities cooking and Musical Theatre. 
The year has been divided into 3 block of 
approximately 11 weeks each and happen on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and  
Friday afternoons. Pupils get a choice of 
different skills and learning opportunities in 
each block. Proving particularly popular so 
far have been Chess, Rotakids and Musical 
Theatre, along with other activities such as 

Science and Coding. Also 
this term, we had 28 L5s taking part 
in bikeablity. New ACE activities recently 
have included Euro Quiz, puzzle & strategy 
and badminton, which have proved popular 
additions to the programme. There is a real 
buzz in the playground as pupils line up in 
their ACE groups and troop off to their ACE 
locations so we feel like this has been a real 
success so far. “

“I like Mathemagicians because it’s not really 
maths – it’s just fun stuff like problem solving.” 
Jonny

“I like dancing because it’s active and I like being 
active.” Eliza

“I like express yourself because you get to do 
three different subjects, art, singing and drama.” 
Isaiah

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE  
ALBYN ENRICHMENT CURRICULUM

ASPA, like everyone else has tried to avoid 
cliché’s about the last year but to be honest 
the majority of fundraising was carried out 

‘back when we could hug’ and the majority of 
the support we provided was after the  

advent of ‘facemasks as an accessory’.   
So just for those not paying attention, we’re 

talking about that last academic year  
(It started in August 2019).

 The team hit the ground running in  
September; a full committee, lots of class reps and volunteers galore.  We even 

managed to find the files from previous years and were pleasantly surprised that we 
could still access the accounts without an embarrassing visit to the Bank Manager 

(our new Treasurer took up her role and hit the road running).

 First up was the Fireworks at Milltimber, where the fantastic volunteers managed to 
keep over 600 people safe without losing anyone.   It was a touch damp, okay it was 
wet, but Fireworx Scotland again provided a great show and we raised over £1,600 

while giving everyone a fantastic and safe night out.

 The Christmas Fair and Raffle was an outstanding success, managing to raise over 
£7,000 without raising Dr Long’s blood pressure.  With it’s combination of Crafters, 

Raffle fundraising and fun stalls for the Lower School (Although there were  
suspicious amounts of senior pupils, and even former pupils, who could not resist 

the lure of a class stall!), it was well attended.  We had several crafters  
returning from previous years and numerous enquiries asking to be involved, a good 
sign that the Albyn Fair has a good reputation. As an aside, this year we have gone 

virtual, for both the fair and the raffle, to support the local crafting  
community and also to keep the spirit alive and well.

 There were plenty of other items in that were planned, from Quiz nights to a  
Ceilidh but Covid put an end to those.  But fear not once normality returns then we 

will be planning our usual repertoire plus new plans are always bubbling away.
Thank you has to go to the school for its continued support of ASPA  

and to the parent body. 
 

- Annabelle Truter - ASPA Chair -

Albyn School Parent Association
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Albyn’s first ever Combined Cadet Force 
(CCF) held its first parade in September 
2018. Three staff members (Miss Zibby 
Brown, Mrs Georgia Dale and Mr Pete  
Macklin) were initially approved as Acting 
Pilot Officers to lead the section. We were 
fortunate to have two senior pupils who 
had gained CCF experience elsewhere and 
took charge of a ‘flight’ of junior pupils in 
order to train them in drill commands. One 
senior pupil who has extensive experience 
from his previous school helped alongside 
the staff to ensure the running of the weekly 
training programme including planned  
lessons, drill and teamwork exercises.

The initial weeks and months of the CCF 
were very active. New recruits were  
introduced to a RAF cadet curriculum, 
learned parade drill and have been  
measured for uniform. All the new recruits 
passed their First Class exam with two 
pupils achieving very close to full marks. 
Badges for music and the Duke of  

Edinburgh scheme were awarded as many 
of the cadets already brought these skills 
with them into the contingent. The cadet  
officers attribute much of the early success 
of this movement to a few senior cadets. 
In his role as Non-Commissioned Officer 
(NCO) in charge, Harrison Collie-Duguid 
(then U6) applied his previous experience 
of the CCF and brought the contingent to 
a higher level of preparedness than could 
otherwise have been achieved.

In the following months, a group of cadets 
prepared for the annual Regional Air  
Squadron Trophy (RAST) competition. They 
were required to demonstrate competency 
in drill, first aid, teamwork and shooting. In 
addition they were tested on their general 
knowledge in relation to the RAF and  
aircraft recognition. While still only a newly 
formed contingent, our RAF liaison,  
Sergeant Richardson, was impressed with 
the progress being made and the dedication 
and commitment of the new cadets.

ALBYN’S RAF CADETS  
TAKE SUCCESS TO NEW HEIGHTS

In January 2019, six cadets were given the 
opportunity to travel down to Leuchars  
Station for the sections first of many Air 
Experience Flights (AEF). The cadets really 
enjoyed the experience taking control of the 
aircraft for a period of level flight, and then 
experiencing some aerobatic manoeuvres. 
Another opportunity presented itself for 
pupils go flying the following week although 
the weather precluded aerobatics.

In February 2019, fifteen of the cadets  
travelled down to Inskip Cadet Training 
Centre in Lancashire to take part in their first 
RAST qualifying round. This was the  
culmination of months of training for these 
cadets, and was a valuable experience in 
working as a team. Considering the short 
time that our contingent had been  
established, Albyn came a very respectable 
fifth out of eight teams even beating one oth-
er local independent school in the  
competition. A round of promotions was 
made after the RAST with several new NCOs 
appointed and promotions for existing NCOs. 
The contingent had several Air Experience 
Flights to look forward to down at Leuchars 
Station. All eligible cadets had the chance to 
fly by the end of the academic year. The  
contingent received a visit from Squadron 
Leader Lear on the 12 March 2019. He  
inspected the cadets and gave them a  
presentation about flying opportunities  
within the wider Air Cadet organisation.  
Following this, eight cadets travelled down 
to RAF Kirknewton in the Easter holidays 
where they were trained in an on the ground 

simulator which is the first step in learning to 
glide. The following weekend four cadets  
returned to Kirknewton to take their first 
flight in a tandem glider. Our Officer  
Commanding of CCF(RAF) in Scotland, 
Squadron Leader Crawley, along with the 
parents of the cadets attended a short D-Day 
commemorative parade on Tuesday 11 June. 
This involved an inspection of the cadets, a 
drill sequence from the contingent, a short 
presentation about the RAF’s role in D-Day, 
and some tea and finger food afterwards. 

Over the summer holidays four cadets were 
allocated slots to a summer camp at RAF 
Henlow – a fully operational RAF base. The 
week consisted of station visits to the RAF 
Regiment section, the RAF’s main medical 
centre and safety equipment test site. Off 
site visits were conducted at Duxford Air  
Museum and the Shuttleworth Collection. 
Some adventurous training took place with 
some indoor skydiving and rock climbing. 
The cadets were sorted in to flights with 
other cadets from various schools across 
the country. In October 2019, this year’s RAF 
section’s new recruits sat the First Class  
Cadet exam and having passed it they  
became cadets rather than recruits, and  
making themselves eligible for the full  
spectrum of cadet activities. They all  
received their uniform and were excited to 
become fully-fledged CCF (RAF) Cadets. Our 
more experienced cadets began the Leading 
Cadet programme. This involves learning 
about principles of flight, airmanship and 
further general knowledge about the RAF. 
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A team was selected for the RAST 2020.  
Training began in earnest on Monday 4  
November and continued at Monday  
lunchtimes right up until the competition on 
Saturday 1 February 2020. On Monday 11  
November the cadets took part in their first 
Remembrance assembly at Albyn. The section 
was proud to be able to represent our parent 
organisation at such an event, and pay all due 
respect to those that have sacrificed for our 
privilege to do so. At the end of the autumn 
term, the School’s newly qualified First Class 
Cadets sat their Blue Communication Badge 
assessment. This involved learning proper 
radio procedures and the use of the phonetic 
alphabet. It is the first step in the radio and 
cyber syllabuses. In February, all cadets had 
the opportunity to take part in the Bronze 
Cyber course, which involved learning about 
cyber security and how to protect against 
vulnerabilities. Our more experienced cadets 
continued to work through the Leading Cadet 
programme. They created a mock airport in 
the playground and used correct radio  
procedure to communicate with air traffic 
control up in an overlooking classroom. Our 
RAST team competed in February 2020 and 
acquitted themselves well, coming 5th  
overall again. However, they were particularly 
commended for the drill, coming 3rd in that 
section against some very experienced  
competition. This was a particularly good  
result considering we had no cadets with 
more than 18 months experience.

Cdt Lija Maksymiuk had been selected for the 
Air Cadet National Concert Band. Cdt Tiegan 
Rennie had been selected for the National 
Marching Band. Cdt Aaron Magill had been 
selected for the National String Ensemble. 
Starting with a training camp at RAF College 
Cranwell in Easter, the cadets would have 
been involved in a series of events with the 
National Concert Band across the country, 
throughout the year. This was a huge  
achievement for them. Not only would they 
be representing the cadets and School at a 
national level, they would also qualify for a 
much coveted Gold badge for their brassard. 
Unfortunately, due to the lockdown all these 
activities were cancelled. It is hoped that the 
three musicians will be able to re-apply this 
year and that next summer will be full of  
different camps and training. 
On a personal note I would like to thank my 
fellow officers in the section for the help, time 
and effort that they provide to the section. 
Similarly our senior NCOs have committed to 
meeting on a weekly basis outside of regular 
parades and have been taking more  
responsibility for the running of various  
aspects of the section. Lastly I would like to 
thank Dr Long and the wider school  
community for their continued support of the 
cadet section. 

Per Ardua Ad Astra 
Pilot Officer Pete Macklin.

In August 2020, the school was pleased to officially reopen to pupils after several 
months of online teaching during lockdown. Our pupils and staff have adjusted  

really well to the ‘new normal’ environment that Covid-19 has created. Sticking in 
their year group bubbles, pupils across the school have managed to maintain hand 
sanitising, the wearing of masks and social distancing and we are really proud of 
them for doing so. Who knows what the next few months will bring but we know 

that we have a very strong community here are Albyn and we are ready to deal with 
anything that comes our way!
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Since the start of the 2018-2019 academic school year, the  
Total French School has been joined with Albyn School in order to  
offer families who are interested in an original bilingual course. This 
course is called the “Hybrid system”. This system consists of  
juxtaposing two programs, the official program of the Scottish  
National Education and French National Education. French education is 
provided in three subjects - French, mathematics and history/ 
geography by teachers with French National Education qualifications.  
The teachers are recruited by the Mission Laïque Française in  

consultation with the oil and gas company Total. Teaching in English is 
provided in all other subjects by teachers at Albyn School, with our students integrated 
into Albyn classes appropriate to their level. Our establishment offers direct instruction 
in French to elementary school students, and distance learning instruction to those in 
middle and high school. Our school is open to all families wishing to offer their children a 
quality international education based on personalised support, personal development and 
success. Our teachers strive to instil in their students the values that will enable them to 
become responsible citizens in the future and respectful of others. This is a historical  
priority of the French secular mission and fundamental axis of the law of refoundation 
of the School of the French Republic. With a motivated, and enthusiastic teaching team 
aware of the societal challenges of tomorrow, our establishment is resolutely open to the 
future by promoting bilingualism, multiculturalism and interculturality, thus fully  
subscribing to the motto of the Mission French secular “two cultures, three languages”. 

My name is Yann Meur and I am the Head of the 
French School here at Albyn School. I have been 
the headmaster of the Total French School since 
August 2019. Previously, I managed other French 
schools in different countries: Norway, Russia, 
Japan and Brazil. The years spent in these schools 
as a teacher and as a headmaster, working with 
students, parents and teachers, allowed me to 
analyse with accuracy the needs and expectations 
of each student and therefore enriched me with 
an irreplaceable experience that I am very  
happy to use in my current role. My main  
objective, as well as that of my colleagues, is 
to ensure the best education in French for our 
students in order to allow them to come back 
in the school system in France under the best conditions after their 
expatriation. The added benefit of my current role is being able to work together with the management 
team and the teachers of Albyn School to ensure that our students receive the best English teaching. 
This “hybrid” education, in French and English and this immersion in a different culture will contribute, I 
am convinced, to the success and the well-being of our students and to make them future citizens of the 
world free, fulfilled and enlightened.

Yann Meur - French School Headmaster

TOTAL FRENCH SCHOOL The students from the French school 
took part in the Festyfilm 2020  
project, the objective of which was 
to make a scientific short film lasting 
6 minutes. The chosen theme was 
a police investigation in the style of 
the famous detective, Hercule Poirot, 
following the discovery of a lifeless 
body in the laboratory of the  
establishment. During the stressful 
and captivating 6 minutes of  
viewing, the spectator was able to follow the multiple  
experiments carried out by our scientific students in order to determine the cause of death 
and to discover the identity of the culprit. We found out certain techniques used by the 
scientific police in connection with the science program approached in middle and high 
school classes.

Former French President Francois  
Hollande was interviewed over Skype 
as part of the Albyn School’s project 
about fraternisation and memories  
during the war. The educational  
objective of this project was to  
identify and explain past and current 
memorial issues relating to episodes 
of fraternization through the eyes of 
this European youth. The pupils also interviewed Scottish actor 
Gary Lewis on an internet call, about his role in Joyeux Noël. Finally, the German historian 
of the University of Aberdeen and project partner, Thomas Weber, participated in a one-hour 
question-and-answer session on the topic of fraternization. These incredible exchanges will 
clearly remain a highlight of the students’ schooling.

Festyfilm 2020

Interview with  
president Hollande 

The pupils of the French school took part in 
a competition called “the Flame of equality” 

which aspired to consolidate the construction 
of a collective memory around shared values. 
The pupils chose the Knight Case which was 
judged in the Court of Session in Edinburgh 

in 1778. It is therefore from a judicial and 
legislative angle that the theme of the  

competition was treated. The scenario  
quickly turned towards a reconstruction of 

the trial in a didactic approach to explain the issues of the 
slave trade and abolition. The pupils were able to personify them through 
the figures of Joseph Knight, John Wedderburn and the Sheriff of Perth, 

John Swinton.  

The Flame of Equality 
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Last year was a particularly successful year for Clan Douglas in so many ways, which 
was highlighted in the presentation of the Clan Cup at the Closing Ceremony in the 
Beach Ballroom previously. The pupils of Clan Douglas did not know that they had 
won the Clan Cup until then so many were surprised to hear our Clan name being 
announced as the winners. In the annual Clan competitions, Douglas had particular 
success gaining first place in the Clan Quiz and Clan Debate that year. Last year, we 
won Clan Singing and were runners up in Dancerise and the inaugural Clan Football 
competition. These and many other major Clan events/competitions contribute to Clan 
Points but so do individual successes and achievements in DoE, music grades,  
sporting achievements, subject competitions etc. Our Clan was a whole host of pupils 
who have a variety of skills and interests and these all contribute to the successes we 
celebrate at Clan Assemblies. I would like to congratulate all pupils who contributed 
to our Clan - from national champions to those presented with PDPs. They all require 
extra work and effort so deserve to be recognised. As is now tradition, each class 
‘pitches’ a charity they would like to nominate to the rest of the Clan in our assemblies. 
This year, the vote was so close we decided to support 2 local charities. The first was 
nominated by U2D and was Motor Neuron Disease Scotland. The other was Maggie’s 
Aberdeen, to support their work with cancer patients, as nominated by Douglas Senior 
B. LipSync made its return in late 2019 as the main focus of the Clan Douglas charity 
fundraiser, however those classes not directly involved in the running of the event  
organised bake sales and tuck shops to run alongside it. A real team effort as always 
by the blue Clan and we raised £1,310 for our chosen charities! 
 
Finally I would like to thank all the pupils in Clan Douglas, as you all contribute to our 
Clan in a so many ways. I would also like to 
thank all the Clan Douglas Form Teachers and 
Substitute Form Teachers for doing such a 
sterling job in looking after Douglas pupils and 
supporting Clan activities. I would like to thank 
Gabe K who did an outstanding job as a Clan 
Leader this year, alongside Amy I and Jess C as 
dedicated Deputy Clan leaders. My thanks also 
includes all pupils who lead our assemblies, 
pitching and voting for our  
charity, organising and participating in events. 
Clan Douglas continues to support the pupils to 
take ownership, develop their skills and express 
themselves in a myriad of ways.

Clan Douglas Clan Forbes
Clan Forbes put together a spectacular fashion show as their standout charity event 
alongside the usual bake sales and quizzes that take place throughout the year! A 
few of the U4F form members arranged a ‘Teacher Halloween Fashion Show’ which 
was greatly enjoyed by everyone! The pupils helped organise costumes for solos, 
duos and groups for many teachers and departments across school. We had Shrek 
and Donkey from PE, the Wicked Witch of the West from the drama department, 
the Adams family from Maths, and even an Egyptian mummy from physics; as well 
as many more. Pupils from both the Upper and Lower School came at lunchtime to 
watch their favourite teacher ‘strut their stuff ’, and finally voted for their winner: the 
maths department (very well deserved might I add). It was a great day for  
organisers, teachers taking part, and definitely for those in the audience! Across the 
year Forbes has participated well in the numerous clan competitions with a very  
respectable 2nd place in Dancersize surprising all the naysayers and winning the 
Clan public speaking competition among other successes. The now familiar  
international food festival had been rescheduled from earlier on in the year to 
instead take place in the summer term which of course has since been impacted by 
the global pandemic so unfortunately that has had to be skipped entirely this year 
but I am sure it will return next year perhaps in a slightly different form but with the 
enthusiasm that everyone expects of the Sunshine Clan’s signature event.

Mr Yeats,Head of Clan Forbes

Mr Currie, 
 Head of Clan Douglas
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Clan Gordon
This year under our Clan Leader, Lydia A, and helped by her two deputies Matthew R 
and Camille D Clan Gordon did not take a back seat. The Clan started the year with a 
great dance routine to the Grease Megamix and thrilled the judge to win Dancersize. 
The Clan then decided that this year we would be raising funds for Befriend a Child 
and the charity week kicked off in earnest with events including bake sales, a  
chocolate tomobola, guess the sweets in a jar and hosting a teacher gingerbread 
house decoration. We then got fully into the Christmas spirit and came in third  
singing a version of “I Wish it Could be Christmas Everyday”. This was followed by 
teaming up with the other clans to provide gifts for the giving tree and helping out 
with the Christmas food collection. Throughout the year our form classes took turns 
with leading different assemblies on a range of issues ranging from mental health to 
failure and did incredibly well. A valiant fourth on virtual sportsday was to come  
after. Next year Clan Gordons new Leader Camille D will take on a very different role 
in trying to forge bonds with some of the restrictions in place. She will be helped by 
her new assistants Kirsty D and Sophie F and I’m convinced this will be a great year 
for Clan Gordon. BYDAND!

Clan Stuart
I was recently asked if I enjoy being a Head of Clan and my answer was a  
wholehearted ‘yes’. As Head of Clan Stuart I get great satisfaction from  
working with a strong team of form and assistant form tutors to do the best for 
our pupils. Equally I enjoy working through issues, whether academic or  
pastoral, with the students and watching them emerge wiser and more  
resilient.  We may not have won the Tosh Cup this year but members of Clan 
Stuart continue to achieve great things for the school, themselves and for the 
wider community. We raised nearly £800 for the NSPCC/Childline in our Clan 
Charity Week, with events such as a spelling bee (in which Mrs Hague defended 
the honour of the clan by winning), a dodge-ball tournament, a tuck-shop and 
bake-sales. We won the Clan Debate, run by the Lit & Deb society, thanks to the 
efforts of Ilia Tafazzoly and Ricardo Barrera. In Clan Singing, we came an  
honourable second place, singing Wonderful Christmas Time and Merry  
Christmas Everyone. In Dancersize,  we danced to Just Us by DJ Khalid, Ms 
Jackson by Outkast and Hey Ya by Outkast. 

Plus, on an individual level:
Toni. S  - Paralympian swimmer, who 
was training for the 2020 Paralympics in 
Japan. She received the Disability  
Swimmer of the Year award at the 2019  
Scottish Swimming Awards. Kai and 
Rhys C represented Great Britain at the 
world biathe and triathe championships 
in Florida, with Kai winning 4  
medals. Connor S reached the Scottish 
Cup Quarter Final with East End Lewis 
United Football Club. In skiing, Tilly T 
placed 4th in the Secondary Schools  
Alpine Races in February and Finlay M was part of the 
school’s ski team who came second in dual slalom at the independent school 
ski championships in December. Rosie M got selected for the  
National Academy of Netball and Aberdeen District. She got a bronze medal in 
the Scottish School’s pole vault and a silver medal in the U15 National Champs 
for pole vault. Clara B achieved her grade 7 in singing and was accepted into 
the National Youth Choir of Scotland.

Mrs Hague,Head of Clan Stuart

Mr Aldred-Dow, Head of Clan Gordon
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We were so pleased to welcome back Mayon Patel 
and Matt Carter from the Class of 2014 last year. Mayon 
was the School’s very first Head Boy and what a  
brilliant job he did. Last year, Mayon graduated from 
the University of Debrecen, the oldest continuously 
operating institution of higher education in Hungary 
(since 1538) where he attended Dental School. 
Mayon said, “My time at Albyn prepared me for the 
next stage of my journey, and for that I will be forever 
grateful”. 

Matt worked very closely alongside Mayon as the 
Deputy Head Boy and graduated from the University 
of Strathclyde with a first class honours degree in  
Business Enterprise and Finance. 

Matt commented, “My time at Albyn was great, it 
helped me realise my potential and make life-long 
friends”. They were and still are a huge inspiration 
to their younger peers and set the bar high for other 
pupils. We wish them the best of luck in their next 
steps and look forward to hearing about their future 
endeavours! 

WELCOME BACK ALUMNI!

Last year, we were thrilled to welcome back Rebecca 
Halliwell-Coutts for a tour! Rebecca graduated from 

Albyn in 1999 and then worked as a Royal Military  
Policewoman, before becoming an interpreter in  

Pashto. Whilst returning for a visit Rebecca said  
“coming back to Albyn was like coming home and 

slipping your feet into a comfy old pair of slippers. It felt 
familiar and welcoming, just like old times but it also 
had this new, fresh vibe that illuminated from all the 
students. I love how the school has moved with the 
times and is now much more modern and spacious 
but at the same time, I am so pleased that some of 

the original features still remain, and some of my old 
teachers too! For me, the assembly hall holds so many 
memories, particularly all the closing ceremonies and 
theatre productions that were held there. Making the 

journey back home has filled my heart up with  
happiness and I am so glad that Albyn continues to 

grow from strength to strength. No matter what  
direction life takes you or for however long, never  

forget where you came from”.
We hope to see you again in the future Rebecca! 
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Tell us a bit about yourself... 
My name is Miles Beeson and I joined Albyn in 2013 as a  
second year and graduated as part of the Class of 2018. 

Where are you now? 
I am currently attending Yale University, an Ivy League  
University in New Haven, Connecticut, on the North-East coast 
of America.  

What are you studying? 
Yale offers a Liberal Arts degree that has a lot of flexibility for 
the first two years, so I have explored a wide range of  
subjects. Now in my third year, I must narrow it down and I 
intend to ‘major’ in Economics and Political Science. 

Tell us about university life... 
Time flies by at university and I seem to be constantly busy. Classes are a nice mix of lectures and 
seminars where you get to spend time discussing the course material in detail with classmates 
and the professor. The social scene is great also! There are 14 colleges that all have events 
throughout the year that are great fun and very cheap to attend. I am on the rowing team and so 
must balance my studies with 25+ hours a week of training which can be tough but is completely 
worth it for the success we have achieved nationally. 

Are you involved in clubs and societies? 
As I mentioned before I am on the rowing team. There are over 50 of us on the team and we come 
from all over the world, so it is a fascinating group to be part of. In addition, the Yale team has won 
the National Championships for the past 3 years, so I am extremely proud to be a part of it. Since 
being at Yale, I have co-founded and helped to run the Yale Scottish Society. Currently, there are 
only a handful of Scots at undergraduate level, but we are in the process of organising events, 
(such as ceilidhs) to help spread Scottish culture and bring a little flavour of home to campus.

Why did you choose Yale? 
Yale stood out to me as a world class university that could offer me a 

great balance between education and my sport. I visited campus in Easter 
2018 and was blown away by the friendly campus atmosphere, stunning 

buildings, and Yale’s incredible resources for students. Upon leaving school 
I wasn’t certain about exactly what I wanted to study so the flexibility of a 

Yale degree also really appealed to me.

Miles Beeson Goes to Yale! How is it living in the US? 
Despite the many problems that the U.S. has, it is a great place to be a student. There are a few 
cultural differences between the U.S, and U.K. but the changes were relatively easy to adapt to. 
I don’t get to go home as often as I would like, and it can be difficult having to get on a plane to go 
to university (especially when you are very tall like me). That being said, it is has certainly been 
worth the long journey for the experience that I have had at Yale. 

How did Albyn help you with the application process? 
Albyn gave me the strong academic grounding, as well as the confidence I needed to apply to an 
institution like Yale. The application process is quite different to that of U.K Universities so Mrs. 
Prentice in the Careers department was incredibly helpful with helping me through it. My teachers 
also went out of their way to help me with the process, providing additional recommendations and 
offering assistance with preparation for the entrance exams. In particular, my form teacher of 5 
years, Mr. Peter Williams, gave me great support and motivated me to pursue the opportunity. 

How was the application process for getting into Yale? 
The application for Yale demanded a completely different set of requirements to what I had  
experienced domestically. I had to take an SAT test and write a number of personal essays as 
part of the application. The application had many different segments and was much more detailed 
than the personal statement for U.K. universities. Ivy League universities look for students that are 
well-rounded and Albyn provided great opportunities for me to develop myself both academically 
and in activities outside of the classroom. 

Any advice for your younger peers who are thinking of going to university abroad? 
My advice to younger students considering studying abroad would be to research not only the  
application process but also the university system of that country very carefully. I was lucky 
enough to have the Yale recruiting coaches to guide me through the process and a large team to 
show me how things worked when I arrived. However, the system is quite different to what we are 
used to in the U.K. and there were some things that it took me a while to figure out upon arrival. 
I would add that studying abroad is an opportunity that is much more readily available than most 
people realise. Tales of eye-watering tuition fees from U.S. universities tend to be incredibly 
off-putting for most students and parents, however, many institutions offer brilliant financial aid or 
scholarships that help to make the experience affordable. If you excel in a field and/or are a strong 
student-athlete American university scholarships are definitely worth looking into!
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ALBYN ALUMNI MEMORIES

“I remember when there was a room of computers with 

just one with internet access. I was so excited when it was 

my turn and then had no idea what to look up!” 

 

“Lying on the tennis courts watching the clouds on warm days then 
jumping up every so often when the teachers made their way to tennis 
courts, the smell of the change rooms and the sweet shop on the corner.”

“As Boarders, we used the climbing frame at the weekends. I 
remember it being a fort playing Cowboys & Indians.”

“The snow has reminded me of the igloo the Boarders built in the playground in the 50’s.”

“I was telling my pupils the other day about the roller skating craze we had 
in the 70s when about 20 of us would hold hands as we skated down the ramp!”

“Very happy times spent boarding from 1958 to 1966! Midnight 

feasts were such fun and great memories and the friends made still in 

touch to this day not forgetting the day girls too many who supplied 

food for the feasts.”

BOARDING  
AT ALBYN
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BOARDING 
HISTORY AND REINTRODUCTION

Then, in 2016, the demand for boarding began to trickle in both locally and internationally.
Not wanting to miss out on this opportunity, the school introduced a beautiful three-storey
Victorian townhouse where a small number of boarders could reside. Since then, we have

seen boarders from China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Holland and Scotland!  

Boarding has changed throughout the years at Albyn School. No.17 
Queen’s Road was originally a boarding house when Albyn School 

moved to its current premises in 1925. 

Following this, the boarders were moved to various other locations in 
the school including different parts of No.21. In the 1990’s, there was 
less demand for boarding at Albyn so the school offered only a day 

option after this time.

Dormitory 1960’s

Boarding House Bedrooms 2020

Boarding House Students 1951

Boarders 2019

Albyn Welcomes Adam & ESTHER Yates; 
BOARDING HOUSEPARENTS

Please tell us a little about yourself
My name is Mr Adam Yates, born in South 
Shields in the North East of England, famous for 
it’s fish and chips and beaches a little like  
Aberdeen! I became a teacher in 2004 and will 
begin my 17th year of teaching when I arrive at 
Albyn.

Where did you work before coming to 
Albyn? 
Before working at Albyn I was working in China 
in a Scottish Sister school, Merchiston Interna-
tional School Shenzhen. I was there for only 
two years and moved back to the UK to be closer to my growing family, my wife and I have just 
become grandparents. Before China, I lived and worked in Kolej Tuanku Ja’afar in Malaysia for 6 
years. Although many people have not heard of the school it is intact the largest and most  
successful British international boarding school in Malaysia. It was there that I was given the  
opportunity to work in a boarding environment and have never looked back. Before my international 
travels I worked as a teacher for 8 years in the North East of England, 4 years as a Biology  
teacher in Grangefield school in Stockton-upon-Tees and 4 as the Head of Science and PE at a 
special school in Spennymoor, County Durham.

What interested you in a career in boarding? 
After working closely for four years with students who had incredibly difficult home lives and were 
greatly affected by their upbringing, I began to look into what more could be done for students  
outside of classroom. I initially started to work as part of the extended day team in the special school 
where I worked and as Head of PE often visited the other special schools in the county, many of 
which were residential. 
When my wife and I decided to test the international teaching opportunities available to us, my first 
thought was to apply to boarding schools and sure enough, we were incredibly fortunate to be  
employed by a school with a very rich history and very high standards of boarding care. I began 
working as a house tutor almost immediately and became a resident tutor in my second year,  
promoted to house parent beginning my third year and remained in that post for the following 4 
years. It was an amazing experience and shaped my career moving forward immeasurably. The 
idea of being able to provide a very true holistic experience for students is incredibly rewarding and 
when it is done well it consistently produces amazing results. Shaping the lives of the young people 
by allowing them to develop independence, confidence and the inter-personal skills that will last a 
lifetime.

Last year, Albyn School introduced two new houseparents!  
We were pleased to welcome Mr & Mrs Yates to the team. 
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My name is Joanna Thomas and I moved to 
Aberdeen to work at Albyn from Anglesey 
North Wales. I joined Albyn in August 2019 
as a PE and Games teacher and as an  
Assistant Houseparent in the Albyn Boarding 
house.  

Over the past year in boarding we have had 
many changes like many people due to the 
coronavirus. Last year the house was very 
busy with all the boarders pursuing their dif-
ferent interests both in and outside school. 
Although the boarders have plenty of time 
to do their own thing we also made time to 
all sit down as a boarding family for dinner. 
There are often many jokes made and conversations about their days across the dinner table as 
it is a very relaxed atmos- phere. As a member of staff it was great to get to know the pupils 

very well in the boarding house, the students are definitely not 
afraid to crack a joke at my expense (which is often as I am very 
clumsy and gave them plenty of opportunities!). During lockdown 
we kept ourselves busy in boarding with things such as online  
fitness videos, learning to cook/bake different recipes (we never 
did master banana bread) and doing our online lessons.  

We went on trips together, some of these trips included going to 
Edinburgh to see the Christmas markets, going to the Pantomime 
and bowling. These trips allow the pupils to get to know each 
other and the staff better and are a lot of fun, especially when 
the bowling gets competitive! 
Working at Albyn provided me with brilliant opportunities. 
Getting to teach L1 all the way through to seniors for PE was 
fantastic as I really got to know the whole school. Working in 
the boarding house allowed me to see different skills/abilities 
that they have that you may not get to see in a PE lesson. For 
example there are a few paintings in the boarding house that 
were done by one of the boarders that are extremely good. 

Joanna has moved to pastures new in Dubai. We wish her the best of luck! 

Introducing Joanna Thomas; 
Assistant Houseparent

Last year, Albyn School introduced a new houseparent!  
We were pleased to welcome Miss Joanna Thomas to the team! 

What attracted you to work at Albyn School? 
Albyn is a prestigious school with a rich history of very high quality education. When I began to 
investigate into the school, I was rewarded with very positive reviews from some trusted former 
colleagues so my wife and I decided to visit the city. We were not disappointed and when the 
role was described to me it seemed like a perfect opportunity to share the skills and knowledge I 
have gained working in boarding for the last 8 years. 

What are your plans for the boarding house at Albyn School? 
One of the most important aspects of running a boarding house is to create a caring and trusting 
community. This will be the first thing I wish to establish by dedicating my time to ensuring my 
charge is well cared for and feel comfortable approaching me for help and guidance in all areas 
of school and social life. I hope to grow that community over time and introduce more and more 
people to the undeniable benefits of being a boarding student. I wish to create many  
opportunities for my students to grow as well-rounded adults and develop their individuality 
whilst learning to respect and enjoy the individualities of all members of the boarding community. 
To live in that environment is a privilege for any educator.

What are your hobbies? 
I love sport of all kinds but I closely follow Rugby, union and league, Cricket, Boxing and  
especially Mixed Martial Arts. I have also competed in all of these sports as a younger man and 
hope to find some clubs to join when I move to Aberdeen.
I also love to read and watch movies as much as most people do, but my real passion is music. I 
am very much looking forward to exploring Aberdeen’s local music scene and attending as many 
school music events as possible. I am always inspired by young people who are brave enough 

to express themselves with music and drama publicly.

Describe yourself in 3 words... 
Loyal, sentimental and fun-loving

What is your favourite inspirational quote? 
I have three, my just for fun quote is... 
‘I told you I was ill.’ Spike Milligan RIP
For Education...
‘Education is not the learning of facts, but the training of the mind 
to think.’ Albert Einstein 

For Life...
‘We don’t stop laying because we grow old; we grow old  
because we stop playing.’ George Bernard Shaw

“One of the most important aspects of running a  
boarding house is to create a  

caring and trusting community.”

Adam & Esther have moved to pastures new and we wish 
them the best of luck! 
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One of our former local boarders, Joe T who was also Head of House, spent 
his final year in the boarding house and describes it as a home-from-home. 

Read here about his experience... 

How did you find moving into the boarding 
house? 
I was nervous at first as it was a completely new 
environment for me but Mrs Gunning, Head of 
Boarding at the time, welcomed me straight 
away. She was like having a second mother – 
she was very supportive which made the move 
easier for me. I was also able to decorate my 
room which helped me to feel more at home. All 
of the boarders are friends, or in some cases, 
like family members. I could do all the things 
I did at home, here in the boarding house.  

What did you do in the week-day evenings? 
I was able to take part in activities out of school 
such as going to the gym and of course study. 
We hosted a Halloween party and went to the 
school’s fireworks display so there’s usually 
something happening weekly! 
All the boarders eat dinner together every 
night which is a great bonding experience.  
Breakfast and dinner were provided in the 
house but we also had the freedom to cook 

for ourselves if we wanted to and we were 
shown how to use household appliances (there 
were stickers with instructions on how to use 
everything!) so we all do our own share of some 
chores! This helps us to feel more independent.  

What types of things did you do at  
weekends? 
We had the freedom to make our own plans 
as long as the boarding staff knew where 
we were but there was always a selection of  
organised activities that took place regular-
ly. It’s great because it’s a good way to get to 
know the other boarders and we could also 
invite our friends to come on activity trips to 
places like Edinburgh to watch the rugby,  
visit the Christmas markets, go paintballing etc.  

Would you recommend boarding at Albyn 
School? 
Definitely! Moving into the house has given me 
more independence, and I was able to focus 
much better when studying.

Interview with a Boarder
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During lockdown, Lower School pupils and Mrs 
Magill created a wonderful rendition of one of the 
Proclaimer’s most popular songs and re-named it, 
‘We Can’t Walk 500 Miles’. Taking inspiration from 
the coronavirus pandemic, the lyrics were penned 
by music teacher Mrs Magill and her husband. 

The Lower School pupils enjoyed singing and 
playing instruments in this fantastic  
performance which even landed them a spot on 
BBC Breakfast! 
It is one of many projects she has taken on with the school, with the  
others including The Dambusters March, Highland Cathedral and Land of Hope and 
Glory. The videos are created by the pupils individually singing and playing instruments, then 
edited together by Shirley. Around 60 pupils took part in the ‘We Can’t Walk 500 Miles’  
performance, singing, playing instruments and some doing both. Four teachers also took part. 

“For a number of years now, I have used ‘500 miles’ in class music and it’s a great anthem for 
generating general musical enthusiasm, only this time there would be a twist! I’m so proud of 
those who took part, and those who took the time to watch the video - we were overwhelmed 
with the popularity of the video. People got in touch from all over the UK and beyond! It’s  
fantastic that a performance like this can bring so many people together.”  
Mrs Magill

When lockdown began, the school knew this would create a sense of panic 
throughout the school community and we wanted to ensure parents and  

pupils that teaching and learning would not stop during this time. 
Through our extensive Albyn@Home online learning programme, our pupils 

were able to access their school work remotely through Microsoft Teams 
- they were able to join classes, interact with their peers and teachers and 

receive additional support if needed. 

Our fantastic teachers were brilliant at keeping spirits high with great  
communication and by setting interesting educational tasks that have taken 

the pupils outside to explore, experiment, discover and be creative with  
resources! We witnessed great innovative work from our pupils and we were 

really proud of how well they embraced the online learning programme.

Albyn @Home
THE LOWER SCHOOL MAKE A  

STAR APPEARANCE ON BBC BREAKFAST
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Mr Earnshaw, Head of Design and Technology 
was very busy during lockdown making masks. 
Using the school’s 3D printer and laser cutter, 

Mr Earnshaw created 90 PPE masks and 
over 100 face shields for locations such as the 
Fairview Care Home and Renaissance Care in 

Aberdeen.  

We are so appreciative of all the hard work the 
NHS do, especially during the ongoing pandemic 
and we were very happy that we were able to 
help by providing masks for those who greatly 

needed them. 

Mr Earnshaw’s  
Montana masks!

TO WATCH THE  ORCHESTRA IN ACTION 
 

SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW 

Throughout lockdown, the Albyn community 

were thoroughly entertained by the Albyn  

Lockdown Choir and Orchestra organised by 

Mrs Magill. These performances included the 

theme from Dambusters, the school’s version 

of Highland Cathedral which was adapted from 

the Albyn Prayer and Land of Hope and Glory. 

Each video included not only current pupils but 

former pupils, parents, grandparents and staff. 

To create these fantastic videos, the pupils 

played their instruments or sang along to the 

music track through headphones and  

recorded the performance on their mobile 

phones or laptops. All recorded clips were then 

sent to Mrs Magill to pull the video together and 

what a splendid job she did on all three. 

Mrs Magill said: ‘It was so rewarding and a real 

joy to receive everyone’s videos for the last 

three projects. I just feel so proud of our school 

community! It was such a privilege to see so 

many members of the school community rally 

around these projects.”

ALBYN SCHOOL  
LOCKDOWN ORCHESTRA AND CHOIR

“During lockdown, I was very busy  
sewing facemasks for friends and family 
as well as creating a picture for the NHS 

comfort boxes.”

What a fantastic thing to do Erin, well 
done! We are sure your efforts were 

greatly appreciated.

Erin G  
sews facemasks!
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TITAN II VISISTS ALBYN SCHOOL 
OIL & GAS TECHNOLOGY WEEK

Back in February, our Lower 6 and 7 pupils were  
given the opportunity to test out some brilliant 

state of the art technology on the Titan II  
Innovation Truck organised by The Oil and Gas  

Centre and RS Components. 

The pupils took part in a range of different  
workshops and stepped into a virtual world learning 

all about virtual reality, thermal testing and  
augmented reality in the hub. 

The pupils had a fantastic time and the experience 
gained from this wonderful day definitely inspired 

many minds! As one of our pupils said,  
“Innovation means  

a creative idea to change 
 the world!”

ALBYN VISITORS
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Albyn School had the pleasure of hosting a theatre workshop run by  
special guest, Jenna Innes! Jenna, who had a lead role in the European tour 
of Les Misérables, enjoyed leading musical workshops with both our Upper 
School and Lower School pupils. 

West End Star  
Hosts MUSICAL Workshop 

We were very pleased to welcome Jonathan Paterson, GB Paralympian 
 athlete and captain of the Scotland football team, to the school earlier 

this year

Jonathan led a sponsored fitness 
circuit with all of the Lower 
School pupils followed by a  
fantastic talk and a question and 
answer session. The aim of the 
event was to inspire the pupils 
to get involved with different 
sports and encourage them to 
push their sporting limits! 

Each pupil took home 
a sponsorship form to raise money to  
improve physical activity for the school, 
while also supporting GB athletes  
(including Paralympic athletes) and raised 
an amazing £3559.oo! 

  

Team GB Paralympian  
Jonathan Paterson

We were very grateful to Jonathan 
for giving up his time for this great 
event. The pupils had a fantastic time 
and were all really enthused!

Tell us about yourself
My name is Jenna Innes and I am a professional 
performing actress from Aberdeen. I studied at the MTA in London and I was lucky 
enough that when I was training to be nominated for the award of “Best Actress in a 
New Musical” in 2016. 

How long have you been performing professionally? 
I have been performing professionally for a little over three years now so not long. I 
just graduated! 

Which character did you play in Les Misérables and did you see similarities  
between that character and yourself? 
In the show I play Éponine Thénardier who ends up being a poverty stricken woman 
living in the mid-1800s. I think she is very much like me in the sense that she is quite 
feisty, smart and very savvy with lots of street smarts.
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Lower School Hydrogen Challenge 

 

Lower 6 & 7 were given a presentation from 

the University of Aberdeen and Arcola Energy 

on how we can use Hydrogen in every day life 

and the process behind it.  

The pupils then had fun working in teams to 

build and power a race car simply by using 

some Lego, a fuel cell and some hydrogen!

African Music Comes to Albyn 
 

The Lower School welcomed the cast of The Exile of the African Warrior! Before commencing their show in the Music Hall, the cast treated the pupils to a taste of African dancing and singing!

Last year, our Upper 1 pupils had the chance to learn about Hollywood Science! As part of the Techfest Science Festival, Dr Jonathan Hare took a number of Hollywood films and dissected them in order to find out if the stunts were scientifically possible in real life. The students enjoyed hearing about  whether or not our Earth could be powered by Helium 3, if a bus could jump and how many balloons it would take to float a house like in the Pixar film “Up!”

Dr Hare Talks Hollywood Science!

Lower 4 classes participated in the  

Medicines and You workshop, led by 4th 

year pharmacy students from Robert  

Gordon University!

The pupils took part in an interactive 

workshop where they learned all about 

different types of medicines, dosages and 

correct administration.

Medicines & You with RGU!

What is the best thing about stage theatre? 
Absolutely all of it! I love performing and the confidence it gives and instils in you from 
such a young age. I have always loved being able to tell stories so this blends into my 
performing. It is something I have always loved. It brings people so much joy.

What did you enjoy most about being at Albyn School? 
I used to stage coaching here so this is a full circle moment to be back at Albyn. I  
haven’t done it for years so it has been lovely. 
I worked with the Lower School in the morning developing their performing skills for 
their upcoming show Annie. They were so energetic and really took on everything I 
said. 
In the afternoon I worked with the Upper School Pupils teaching them a routine 
and song from Les Misérables and enhancing their performing skills. They sang so  
beautifully, their harmonies were brilliant and they achieved a lot in the little amount of 
time we had together. 

The event was organised by our very own Director of Music Mr Somerville 
who said: 
 

“The Les Misérables workshop was an excellent opportunity for our 
pupils to work with a professional performer from a musical they all 
love. Jenna had a fantastic manner with all of our pupils young and 
old and managed to get the best out of them. I am very proud of them 

all as they worked hard, were respectful and presented themselves and 
Albyn in a positive light.”

- ALBYN VISITORS- 

- LOCKDOWN EDITION- 

- ALBYN VISITORS- 

- ALBYNSCHOOL.CO.UK- 4140



YOUNG ARTISTS AT ALBYN
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EVITA SHOW 1
EVITA SHOW 1

“Don’t cry for me Argentina!”“Don’t cry for me Argentina!”
EVITA

In 2019, a fantastic cast of pupils took to the stage for several nights, telling the emotional story 
and wowing the audience. Imogen B, gave a composed and powerfully impressive performance 
as Eva Perón, partnered with Joe T who played Juan. They were supported by a fantastic cast of 
singers, dancers and actors, ranging in age from 11-18. Emmah C was brilliant as Che Guevara, 
narrating the show and providing ‘a voice to the people’ through musical commentary and Amy 
I was superb as young Evita. The costumes were fabulous, with Evita herself making 16 outfit 
changes throughout the show! And the highly stylised set transported the audience to a market 
square in the Argentinian capital Buenos Aires, at the centre of which was a beautiful fountain. 
The on stage set was stylised to perfection and transported the audience to a market square in 
the Argentinian capital of Buenos Aires. A special thank you to parent John Webb who donated 
some outstanding pieces of furniture as props, while Graeme Cheyne provided scaffolding to add 
a special dimension to the production with actors appearing from above, behind and performing 
in amongst the audience. Highly professional lighting and sound provided by Donald Munro and 
Phil Lawson and a broad range of instrumentalists from the music department, teaching staff and 
other musicians were a superb accompaniment to the incredible singing. 
We had huge appreciation to parents Debra Young and Sonia Glennie who tirelessly glued, sewed 
and stitched the amazing costumes worn by the cast, and to Rev Scott Rennie from Queen’s 
Cross Church for featuring in the show as a Catholic Priest which was enjoyed by many. A big 
congratulations to all involved on their dedication and hard work throughout, which was evident 
from start to finish. 

It was one of the most ambitious productions that the school 
has ever undertaken, with music originally composed by  

Andrew Lloyd Webber and lyrics by Tim Rice. The musical tells 
the story of Eva Perón, the second wife of Argentinian  

President, Juan Perón. We learn about Eva’s early life, rise to 
power, charity work and eventual death.  

 
“We had an amazing time watching Evita. The cast were 

brilliant and I was completely drawn in! It was like sitting in 
the theatre watching it in the West-End!”

- Audience Member -
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At the start of the new decade, a cast 
of around 25 Upper School pupils spent 
two terms working hard on their  
adaptation of one of Shakespeare’s  
renowned comedies, As You Like It.  
Focusing on the central theme of 
self-discovery, the production took the 
audience on a journey from the  
oppressive world of Duke Fredericks 
Court into The Forest of Arden -  
a playful space in which, exciting and 
surprising scenes emerged. 

Fights were staged by a combat  
specialist which, paired with an  
immersive set and electric soundtrack, 
wowed the audience. The cast truly 

celebrated that “All the world’s a stage”. 
A big congratulations to the pupils who 
worked so hard on the production and 
who did amazingly well in their portrayal 
of their characters. A big thank you must 
also go to Ms Williams, the director of 
the play and Head of Drama, who  
skilfully led our pupils to create a  
wonderfully youthful and energetic  
production of one of Shakespeare’s 
wittiest plays.  
Thank you to all those who helped with 
the beautiful set, props, costumes,  
logistics, and photography throughout 
the process!  
 

ALBYN SCHOOL PRESENTS: 

AS YOU LIKE IT 
 

WRITTEN BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
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Lip Sync  
Battle

Clan Douglas organised another fantastic  
Lipsync Battle last November. This event 
is one of the most popular and attracts the 
biggest and loudest crowd out of all the clan 
events and it certainly did not disappoint last 
year! The groups were up against a tough 
panel of judges including our special guest 
and local Aberdonian, Ransom FA who is a  
successful UK Grime MC. Alongside Ransom 
FA were Albyn 2000 (Mr Currie!) and Miss 
Noble.  

The three acts to make the final were Spice 
Squad, International Music Station and The 
Funk Five. All acts did fantastically well and put 
on a great show to a hall packed full of cheering 
pupils. The Funk Five managed to come out 

top with a very impressive Bruno Mars/Michael 
Jackson mash-up. Not wanting to be shown up 
by the pupils, a selection of staff including Mrs 
Imlah, Mrs Milne, Ms William, Miss Blair, Mr 
Scott, Mr Williams and Mr Martin put on a  
fantastically festive Frozen themed performance 
ending in Outcast’s Hey Ya! 

This great clan event was organised to raise 
money for Motor Neuron Disease Scotland and 
Maggie’s Aberdeen and we were pleased to say 
that a fantastic £1321.04 was raised! 

Well done everyone and a huge well done to 
Mrs Milne who organised this great event again 
last year!

Fundraising at 
 Albyn School!
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The pupils were thrilled to hand over a 
fantastic £660, which will go towards the 

care and support of those with Motor Neuron 
Disease.

A big well done to Clan Douglas! 

Pupils in the Lower School were 

delighted to hand over a cheque to 

Kelly McKenzie, Community  

Fundraiser at VSA, for a very  

impressive £509 that was raised 

during the Out of Uniform day last 

year! 
 

Kelly Mckenzie said, “The children 

have done so well and have  

continued to be a massive  

supporter of the charity. We are 

so proud to continue to work with 

both the pupils and staff at Albyn 

School”. 

A big congratulations to Tiegan R  for raising over £1300 for Cancer  Research UK!
Tiegan worked tirelessly to raise money 
for the charity, as well as volunteering 

for CLAN and donating some of her hair.
Well done Tiegan!

Tiegan donates her hair!VSA Partnership

Clan Douglas donate a whopping £660!
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PUPIL ACHIE EV MENTS

Your community fund was completed by our 
U3 pupils as a way of them engaging with 
local charitable efforts to help and support 
others in this time of national crisis. The 
pupils had to explain the work of a local 
charity and the impact that Covid-19 had 
played upon that work and the local commu-
nity. They were then required to show how 
the grant from the Wood foundation would 
enable the charity to do more. The pupils had two parts to their 
submission a creative way of showing the work of the charity and the difference the £4000 
would make and a written element outlining why they thought that their chosen charity was a 
worthy winner of a grant.

Sir Ian Wood  
Awards Charity £4000 

Cuddles the Kangaroo  
Visits the Lower School!

At the start of this year, our Lower 
School pupils welcomed Cuddles the  

Kangaroo from the charity Befriend a 
Child!

Over the past year our pupils have 
thoroughly enjoyed hosting a number of 

events and were delighted to donate a 
fantastic amount of over £1055 to help 
other children in and around Aberdeen!

Last December, the Upper School pupils 
threw themselves into the festive spirit with 
some Christmas singing for charity!  

Clan Forbes, Douglas, Stewart and Gordon 
raised money for the NSPCC by spending 
the day in Christmas jumpers and  
performing a festive song of their choice.  
The Clans battled it out in front of our very 
special guest judge Iain Hingston who  
declared Clan Douglas as the winner!  

Congratulations to Clan Douglas and well 
done to all who performed! 

Christmas Singing for NSPCC
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Vasiliy won a bronze medal at Scottish National Closed 
Championships in 2019 and was officially announced as 

Judo Scotland Grand Prix Champion 2019.  

Vasiliy has had a busy and competitive year as he also 
won bronze at the London Open, silver at Northern Ireland 

Open Championships, and, finally, bronze at British  
Championship.  

A huge well done Vasiliy!

We are very proud to announce the success of Albyn 
pupil Oscar F (U4F) who won a Silver medal at the 
British Junior Rowing Championship which was held at 
the National Water Sports Centre, Nottingham in July. 

It was a very competitive category and he and his 
team did fantastically well to manage to achieve  
second place in the coxed quad event due to their 
sheer grit and determination. 

Oscar has now won medals in all the major UK rowing 
events and we are sure that this is only the beginning 
of his rowing career. We can’t wait to hear about all 
his achievements to come.

Oscar F Joins Team GB!

Vasiliy becomes  
Judo Scotland Champion!

Formula 24 Success at Silverstone!
Congratulations to our Formula 24 team 
who competed last year at Silverstone! 
The team had worked very hard all year 
competing in races and earned their 
place on the race track!  

Albyn School came 5th out of 54 kit cars 
and 30th out of 100 teams. The pupils had 
a great weekend and are very excited to 
start to improve the cars with new designs 
and modifications!

TONI  GOES FOR GOLD!
In June 2019…
Toni won a gold, silver and bronze medal at the 
World Para Swimming 2019 World Series in 
Berlin. Toni set a new S9 world record time of 
two minutes 30.46 seconds as she took gold in 
the 200m butterfly. Well done Toni!!!

In July 2019…
Toni sets eyes on 2020 Tokyo Paralympics 

In September 2019…
Toni won her third and fourth medals of the 
London 2019 World Para Swimming  
Championships!
 

 

Toni won silver in the S9 400m Freestyle and 
gold as part of the world record breaking 34pts 
4X100m medley relay.

In November 2019…
Toni was nominated for BBC Young Sports 
Personality of the Year 

In June 2020...
Toni Embraces more time to prepare for the 
2021 Tokyo Olympics  

In November 2020
Toni S who won the Young Sportswoman of the 
Year Award at the virtual Scottish Women in 
Sport Awards 2020
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Last year, Ruaraidh W has had a fantastic run of musical 
events. From being asked to perform and introduce an evening 
of poetry with Scotland’s Maker, Jackie Kay at the Haddo Arts 
Festival in October 2019 to composing and  performing his own 
song at the Sound Festival at the Lemon Tree the following 
November.  The Sound Festival performance was made even 
more special as Ruaraidh’s song, ‘This Morning I Watched 
from Here’ which is based on the poem, ‘Hotel Room – 12th 
Floor’ by Scottish Poet, Norman McCaig, was recorded along 
with other musicians and broadcast on BBC Radio 3 for their 
contemporary music programme, ‘Hear & Now’.  

In December 2019, Ruaraidh was selected to perform as a 
guest soloist at the Grampian Hospital’s Christmas Concert 
with all money raised going to CLIC Sargent. He performed a 
selection of pieces alongside the Concordia String  
Orchestra, Bon Accord Brass Quintet, Danestone Primary 
School Choir and Grampian Hospitals Choir. Most recently, 

Ruaraidh has continued his love for music by taking part in the Albyn 
 Lockdown Choir and Orchestra performances, the Albyn I-solation challenge and the Young 
Musician of the Year Award competition.  Well done Ruaraidh!

Ruaraidh W Perfoms for BBC 
Radio 3!

Before lockdown, Emma C was selected 
to take part in a small choir of pupils from 
different schools in Aberdeen to sing and 
perform with Brendan Cole, the very first 
winner of BBC’s Strictly Come Dancing 
at the Music Hall in 2021.  

The choir were going to sing and dance 
to a medley of songs from The Greatest 
Showman which Emma was looking 
forward to as her favourite song to sing 
from the musical is The Other Side.  

She commented earlier this year, “I’m 
most excited about meeting Brendan 
and singing the songs on stage” Hopefully the 
show will be rescheduled and Emma will have her chance to sing with 
Brendan Cole and we can’t wait to hear all about it when it happens!  A huge 
well done to Emma. 

Emma C Chosen to Perform with Strictly Star

Albyn pupil Kitty D, had the fantastic opportunity to interview award-winning Painter, 
Peter Chalmers, in front of the camera for STV at the Look Again Project Space yesterday 
afternoon.

Kitty has been involved in a  
contemporary art initiative called 
‘Look Again’ alongside Sally 
Reaper, the Co-Director and has 
been a ‘Mini Reviewer’ of many 
different artists’ work. The team 
at Gray’s School of Art who have 
met Kitty have been very  
impressed with her professional 
style, energy and enthusiasm for 
art. 

When asked what she enjoys 
most about being a ‘Mini  
Reviewer’, Kitty said, “It’s  
genuinely just getting to review everything. I love writing the reviews even though it takes 
a long time.”

Well done Kitty! We look forward to seeing your reviews in the future!

LOOK AGAIN FESTIVAL’S
KITTY D:

“MINI REVIEWER”
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Reaching Everest Base Camp (EBC) is a lifetime goal for many people around the 
world. Back in February 2017, a team of nine 6th year pupils from Albyn School  
decide to take on this challenge with the help of Outlook Expeditions and two  
adventurous teachers from the School. Over the next twenty months, the team  

individually raised funds for their trip and worked on their fitness to prepare  
themselves for this huge physical and mental journey. They also worked together 
as a team during training weekends which included trekking the UK’s two highest 
peaks, Ben Nevis and Ben Macdui, before departing for Nepal on the 5th October 

2018. The team comprised of four girls and five boys, all of whom had the combined 
goal of reaching EBC. 

They flew to Kathmandu with their enthusiastic teachers, Zibby Brown and Laura 
Sinclair, ready for the biggest challenge of their lives to date. Once in Kathmandu 
the team made the short flight to the Tenzing-Hillary Airport in Lukla, the world’s 
most dangerous airport which boasts a very short runway of only 527m. On the 

safe arrival to Lukla, and after lunch in their first teahouse, the team set off on their 
spectacular journey to reach EBC. Over the next twelve days the team walked  

every day, reaching higher altitudes and acclimatising to their new environments. 
The team stopped in the village of Khumjung and were invited in to Sherpa San-
gay’s home to have ‘tea and tatties’. Sherpa Sangay has summited Everest ten 

times and was an amazing inspiration to the team.

ALBYN SCHOOL MT. EVEREST

- THE   CLIMB   TO   EVEREST   BASE   CAMP - 

SCHOOL T R IPS
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In 2018, eleven pupils and three staff  
travelled to China on perhaps the Schools 
most ambitious visit in its history. With a 
packed programme split between three  
major cities, the pupils experienced the 

 culture, language and landscape of China’s 
past present and future. Those pupils  

studying Mandarin were able to use the knowledge and 
skills gained in the classroom in the real world. Throughout 
the ten-day trip, Albyn was hosted by Phoenix Education, 
part of the wider Phoenix TV group. Phoenix looked after 

pupils and staff exceptionally well and organised an  
outstanding programme of events and visits. 

The pupils first engagement after landing in Beijing was 
a visit and tour of the Phoenix Education offices where a 
reception was held to welcome all to China. After these 
formalities and over the next three day pupils visited the 

Pandas at Beijing zoo and Tiananmen Square; toured the 
Forbidden City and Summer Palace where Emperors once 

reigned supreme; learn about and walked on the Great 
Wall of China; viewed the site of the 2008 Olympics and 

experience the Beijing Opera. Phoenix Education arrange 
for the pupils to meet the Chinese author Zheng Yuanjie 
(his childrens’ story book PiPilu, tied for fourth place with 
the Harry Potter books in the United Nations World Top 

Ten Book list, 2011) who entertained them with his stories 
before a ten course lunch in Beijing’s top Duck Restaurant! 

Moving on to Xi’an by Bullet Train, pupils visited the  
wonders of the Terracotta Army; Mount Li, Huaqing and 

Ming Palaces; the Great Wild Good Pagoda and the  
highlight of the visit for many, Xi’an High school where 

pupils spend half a day interacting with Chinese pupils of 
their own age. 

Shanghai saw a change of pace from Xi’an (after another 
Bullet Train) with a visit to the Bund and a night cruise on 

the Huang Pu River. A visit during the day up the  
Oriental Pearl Tower cemented Shanghai as a vibrant 

modern city in the pupils minds as well as providing many a 
photo opportunity. The Shanghai museum with its  

priceless artefacts added a dose of culture and visits to 
God’s Temple, Binjang Park, Zhujia Ancient Town, Yuyan 

and one or two shops saw pupils return to Aberdeen  
having had an amazing and unique experience.

CHINA...The landscape changed dramatically as 
they walked initially through pine forests, 
winding their way higher up to the  
mountainous vast landscapes that  
captivated them, with breath-taking  
360-degree views of the Himalayas. Mt 
Everest, Nuptse, Lhotse, Amadablam and 
Island Peak were in their full glory against 
the bright blue skies of the magnificent 
Himalayan Mountain Range, looking down 
on them as they trekked higher along the 
rocky paths to reach their goals of EBC and 
Kala Pathar. 

On the 16th of October, after a 6am start 
from Labouche to Gorak Shep, trekking in 
temperatures of minus 10 before the sun 
rose up over the mountain peaks, the team 
were close to their goal. After a challenging 
morning trek, the team were indomitable 
following their teahouse lunch of eggs and 
noodles, and were ready to reach EBC. 

The moment of arrival was overwhelming. 
The brightness and clarity of the air was 
piercing. The distant faint sound of a yak 

bell and the cracking of seracs within the 
mountain range will remain with the team 
forever. They reached their destination and 
were hugely proud and overwhelmed by 
their achievement. It was a visual feast for 
all. 

The following morning was another early 
start to head up the steep ascent to summit 
Kala Pathar and take in the striking view of 
Mt Everest across the valley looking down 
majestically upon them. A lenticular cloud 
was caressing the iconic pyramid peak and 
the team sat at the summit taking it all in 
and reflected on their journey to the  
summit. It was a huge challenge to reach 
this summit and as a team they worked 
together to celebrate. 

The memories created on the journey up 
and down the mountain, working with the 
in-country trekking guides, the Nepali  
people that they met on the way and the 
time spent together will never be forgotten. 
By Zibby Brown, Trip Leader

- SCHOOL TRIPS- 

- LOCKDOWN EDITION- 

- SCHOOL TRIPS- 

- ALBYNSCHOOL.CO.UK- 6362



The Schoenbrunn Palace Orchestra Vienna is a traditional Viennese chamber orchestra, formed 
in 1994. Besides the concerts at the Orangery Schoenbrunn, the orchestra has given many  
sold-out concerts across the world,  including Japan, Croatia, Germany, Sweden, the Czech  
Republic and Denmark. The Schoenbrunn Palace Orchestra is accompanied by two opera  

singers, a soprano and a baritone, and two ballet-dancers in authentic costumes. 

During the day we visited the Mozart museum which is housed in a former residence of  
Mozart’s and is built over three floors in the heart of Vienna.  The outlook from the museum has 
not changed since the time of Mozart and gave the pupils are real feel for what life was like.  We 

also visited the House of Music which was an incredible journey through the lives of all of  
Vienna’s Great composer’s past and present.  Again, we were pleasantly surprised at how  
interactive all the exhibits were. I think the highlight for myself was our day trip to Esterhazy  

Palace where we took the comprehensive Haydn Tour.   

Esterházy Palace in Eisenstadt is one of the most beautiful baroque palaces in Austria and  
presents a fascinating view of the resplendent life once lived at the court of the Princes  

Esterházy. Joseph Haydn served the Esterházy princes as Hofkapellmeister and composer for 
over 40 years. The famous maestro, “father of the String Quartet” and “virtuoso of the  

ensemble”, composed masses, operas, symphonies, chamber music and Hausmusik for the  
aristocratic family. These included the legendary “Emperor” Quartet that was played for the very 

first time in Eisenstadt in 1797. 

Interactive displays, projections and superb exhibits conveyed the life of this musical genius – 
from his beginnings in Eisenstadt, through his stardom in London to his later work. The show also 
traces his impact as a composer both then and now. Visitors can admire some of the maestro’s 

personal and professional documents and original instruments, such as the fortepiano belonging 
to his patroness Princess Maria Josefa Hermenegilde. 

VIENNA & PRAGUE

Following on from our successful trip to Prague in 2018 we decided to build upon the 
pupil’s experience and knowledge.  This year we combined a trip to Prague with a trip to 

Vienna. During our short stay in Prague we re-visited the famous castle and had  
traditional strudel overlooking the city which sparkled in the glorious autumn sunshine.  

We then wound our way down the hill towards the National Museum of Music which 
stands at the base of the castle and by the river Danube. 

We were spellbound by the amazing and innovative instruments that were on display and 
were surprised how interactive the museum was.  We even got to play on a double  
concert grand,that is one on top of the other!  ‘The former Baroque Church of Mary  
Magdalene in the Lesser Town became the home of the Czech Museum of Music.  

Anyone who enters the hall is struck by the enormity of the main hall and the special 
magic that the transformations of time left. Over 400 historical musical instruments of 

extraordinary value are on display. Temporary exhibitions and regular concerts are held 
here.’  In the evening we made our way aboard the Jazz Boat for an evening of good food 

and good jazz.  We were carried away by the swing of the 20th - 40s in the original  
concept of Jan Veverka and his orchestra. The entire Swing Melody Quartet deals with 

both American and Czech swing music of these noble years. Bandmaster, singer,  
arranger, and trumpeter Jan Veverka is the main character of his ensemble. 

We then travelled to Vienna for the majority of our trip and we attended some  
outstanding concerts in some of the most beautiful venues in the world.  Concert at the  

Kursalon The Salon Orchestra “Alt Wien” was founded in 1999 by Professor Udo Zwölfer, 
the long-term principal leader of the Vienna Volksoper Orchestra. Just as in the times 
of Johann Strauss, the orchestra plays without a conductor. It is the principal violinist 

who leads the orchestra at the Kursalon, thus achieving a historically accurate  
performance of Viennese music.
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Wednesday:
Following much reflection on what we saw and learned about on Tuesday, on Wednesday we had 
to leave for Zakopane. Upon arrival, we went on the Cable Car (which could carry 32 people on the 
way up and 60 on the way down) to the mountain, Kasprowy Wierch. At the summit, we walked 
further up in the snow, causing us to slip several times on the way, before reaching a height of 
2030m high. The view was fantastic. The mountain lies between Poland and Slovakia, so many 
times we crossed the border. A legend says that the mountain range that holds the Kasprowy 
Wierch is a sleeping Knight who will wake up one day. After taking the cable car down the  
mountain, we enjoyed a magnificent walk in the Koscielska valley where we saw many beautiful 
sights including a stunning waterfall at the end. 

 

Thursday: 

On Thursday we were taken by bus with our  

friendly tour guide Kinga, to the river Dunajec. 

Kinga was very enthusiastic and even gave us the 

opportunity to listen to Polish music! We went  

rafting for 2 hours along the Polish-Slovakian  

border and admired the stunning scenery. Later 

we visited the church of St. Michael Archangel in 

Dębno, which was built in the 15th century. The 

inside of the church was very decorated and  

elaborate, with a golden triangle symbolising the 

Holy Trinity. After arriving back in Krakow for our 

last evening in Poland, we went for dinner and 

were able to taste authentic Polish dumplings filled 

with meat and cheese. 

Friday:
After a morning at Poland’s biggest indoor water 
park, we sadly had to head back to Aberdeen.

Activities Week trip to Poland, 2-7th June 2019 by Jo Scott-Stephen (U3F) and 
Alistair Grant (U3G) . Our trip to Poland was an unforgettable experience. We 
had an amazing time exploring a new culture, tasting new delicious food and 

learning many interesting facts from the variety of places we visited.

Activites Week in Poland

Monday:
Today experienced a guided tour of the city of Krakow. We saw the 

beautiful Wawel Castle, which was the home of the Royal family in  

medieval Poland. We even went into the Royal Cathedral where we 

saw four bells and had to climb up and down many, many stairs. In 

the Cathedral we learned about a former Queen of Poland, Jadwiga, 

who was recently made a Saint. Near the Castle there was a  

statue of a dragon, which is very iconic in Krakow as there is a legend 

stating that the dragon was a tyrant but was tricked by a cobbler 

into eating poison. The dragon went on to drink so much water that it 

exploded, and the Kingdom returned to peace. We also saw the Jewish 

quarter and even went to places where the film, Schindler’s List was 

filmed including the famous staircase where many Jewish people hid. 

We saw many memorials for the Jews who suffered in concentration 

camps and began to understand just how many were persecuted. 

On Monday afternoon, we visited the magnificent Wieliczka Salt Mine. 

We had to climb down almost four hundred stairs before seeing the 

breath-taking sights. The most spectacular was the chapel where 

even the statues and crystals on the chandeliers were made of salt. 

The more courageous of us all licked the walls but were told to not lick 

the statues.

Tuesday:
Today we all toured Auschwitz, the largest and most infamous  
concentration camp. Originally called ‘Oświęcim’ in Polish, Auschwitz 
was a town in Poland before it was occupied by Nazi Germany in September 1939. 
In the morning we visited Auschwitz I, which was originally a Polish army barracks. We entered 
most of the buildings to see the atrocities the Nazis committed against Jewish people during 
the Holocaust. The most horrifying evidence was all the personal possessions taken by the 
Nazis, such as the number of suitcases and shoes. Later, we went on the bus to Auschwitz II – 
Birkenau, where we saw the infamous train tracks leading to the extermination camp and the 
selection point, where many people were selected to be killed upon arrival. We saw one of the 
train cars where up to 150 people could be forced to stand for several days until they reached 
the camp, and we were able to see one of the barracks, where 500 people slept during their 
time at the camp.

- SCHOOL TRIPS- 

- LOCKDOWN EDITION- 

- SCHOOL TRIPS- 

- ALBYNSCHOOL.CO.UK- 6766



During the February mid-term break Miss 
Hay, accompanied by Ms Campbell, took the 
U6 A-Level History class on a  
Holocaust study visit to Germany and  
Poland. The historiography of the  
Holocaust forms a significant part of the 
course in U6 and the students were aiming 
to further their knowledge of this time  
period. Combining Berlin and Krakow  
allowed the students to fully comprehend 
how far-reaching the devastation caused by 
the Nazis really was. Berlin was an  
excellent starting point for the trip given the 
fact that it was here that many  
decisions related to the fate of millions, 
mainly Jewish, were determined. By visiting 
museums such as the Topography of Terror 
and the Wannsee Conference Centre pupils 
learned more about the context in which the 
Nazi Party and Hitler came to power, and 
how their rhetoric was spread. Pupils were 
moved by our visit to Grunewald Train  
Station Memorial where many Jewish  
Berliners were herded into wagons  

destined for Eastern European  
concentration and death camps, such as 
Auschwitz. Of course, being in Berlin it was 
impossible to ignore the History of the Cold 
War and pupils thoroughly enjoyed seeing 
those sites which had formed a part of their 
iGCSE studies such as the Berlin Wall and 
Checkpoint Charlie. 

After three days in Berlin pupils had a very 
early start to catch a 6am flight to Krakow. 
The main reason for our trip here was to 
spend a day in Auschwitz which is  
situated about an hour’s drive from the city. 
As anticipated, this was a harrowing day, 
but the pupils were well prepared.  
Nevertheless, the reality of what occurred 
in such camps made a deep impression and 
without a doubt the pupils’ understanding 
of the enormity of the horrors perpetrated in 
Auschwitz in particular was greatly  
enhanced. Despite the difficult subject 
matter pupils had a wonderful experience 
and were all keen to revisit both Berlin and 
Krakow at some point in the future. 

LONDON
Twenty-five U2 pupils and four members of staff flew down to London on Monday 3rd June. We 
started our itinerary with a picnic and a walk through Kew Gardens before going to our hotel in 

Bloomsbury. We had the first of four meals in the very pleasant Brunswick Square, a short walk from 
the hotel. Tuesday’s visit to Parliament coincided with Donald Trump’s state visit but we managed 

to get through the roadblocks and have an excellent tour of both houses. In the afternoon, we went to 
Kensington Palace, birthplace of Queen Victoria and home of many royals through the centuries. On 
Wednesday, we went south of the River Thames to visit the Tate Modern art gallery before walking 
the short distance to the Globe Theatre. After our tour, we had a drama workshop based on scenes 

from ‘The Merchant of Venice’. In the evening, we went to the Apollo Theatre in Victoria to watch the 
spectacular ‘Wicked’. This was followed up on Thursday morning with a two-hour dance workshop 

with one of the dancers from the show. There was a wide range of abilities from the very experienced to 
the complete beginner but it was an unforgettable experience for us all. We had a couple of hours in the 

Natural History Museum before going to Stamford Bridge, home of Chelsea FC. A very busy week 
ended with a Friday morning trip to the Science Museum, including a ride on the Red Arrows flight 
simulator, before doing some last minute shopping in Covent Garden. A good time was had by all. 

BERLIN
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SWITZERLAND
In June 2019, a group of 35 pupils and 5 

staff were taken on a magnificent  

adventure to Geneva, Switzerland. The 

trip was crammed with activities which 

will live long in the memory of all of 

those who travelled. The group packed 

in visits to Geneva, Bern, Montreux and 

Ormont-Dessus where they were inspired 

by the UN headquarters, the Einstein  

Museum and, the quite frankly,  

astounding CERN.

Our intrepid travellers also managed to 
 satisfy their inner foody by visiting a  

beautiful independent chocolate factory 
and sampling a local fondue night. The 
more active activities such as morning 

runs, yoga and open water swimming in 
Lake Geneva helped to balance out the  

effects of the chocolate and cheese  however.

There were far too many highlights 

to list them all, but each of our staff 

and pupils have taken home their own 

special reminders of a truly once in a 

lifetime experience. The pupils were a 

credit to the school, their families and 

themselves and the staff could not have 

asked for a better group to take away.

This annual trip to Les Deux Alpes to 
compete in the Independent Schools 

Ski Championships is always a  
success and mountains  
(excuse the pun!) of fun. 

Normally skiing alongside over 100  
children from independent schools 
across the UK, Albyn was the only 

Scottish school to take part for a few 
years.  

The children take part in a few days 
of hard race training followed by two 

days of slalom racing finishing off 
with copious amounts of hot  

chocolate and an awards ceremony! 
We can’t wait to go again next year!

LES DEUX ALPES
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Gold Duke Of Edinburgh 

Students travel to the Alps

The pupils flew to Geneva to start their adventure in the Alps.  The first day was used to  
orientate themselves with the surroundings and undergo a kit check with the outdoor provider and  
expedition assessor.  This took place in the glorious sunshine outside the Sports hostel in the  
centre of Chamonix.  The pupils went over their planned route and purchased any food they  
needed for the next three days.  On the Tuesday morning, we all ate breakfast looking out to the 
Aiguille de Midi with its snow covered top.  The group then set off on their first day of walking.  
They had chosen a route that was part of the Petit Balcon Nord and walked to Argentiere, where 
they camped for the first night.  They continued with this route on Wednesday, traversing through 
forests and valleys, with stunning views.  That night, they camped at Vallorcine at a breathtaking 
campsite.  The next day they started an ascent up Col des Montets, the most challenging day 
of their expedition.  The pupils wild camped before descending back down to Le Tour. The sun 
shone for the majority of the trip and the pupils had to use a variety of map skills to orientate  
themselves.  After a fantastic meal at the hostel and a good nights sleep, the pupils chose to 
take the cable car to the Aiguille de Midi (3842m) on their free day.  They were rewarding with  
spectacular views of the Mont Blanc massif.  A trip to the Mer de Glace was also fitted in, with the 
ice caves a highlight for all.  The Gold expedition to the Alps, while challenging, was an excellent 

experience for all involved.

BOLIVIA  
EXPEDITION TRAINING
A brave group of 11 senior pupils were 
 bracing themselves for a life-changing  
journey to La Paz in Bolivia in June 2020.  

This trip of a lifetime was going to involve 
building greenhouses to provide families with 
a way of growing their own sustainable food 

supplies and provide these families with a 
future income. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, 

this month-long trip could no longer go 
ahead. 

 
 Before lockdown, our pupils embarked on 
some fantastic training weekends with trip 

leader, Miss Brown to Glen Tanar Forest, Loch 
Muick, Dubh Loch and the Cairngorm Mountain. 

Faced with the stormy elements of Storm  
Ciara, snow blizzards and bitterly cold 

weather, the pupils gained some fantastic 
experience in hiking, ice-training, camping and 

cooking outdoors in preparation for their 
big expedition. The skills and determination of 
these pupils throughout the training process 
has been very impressive and we are so proud 
of them on the journey they have taken so far! 
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Fun at Original 106!
Meet our radio stars, Sammy R and Oliver P, who are the pupils behind the fantastic  

voices you may have heard on the Albyn adverts on Original 106 and Northsound 1 over 
the past year! The day started off with a short mini-bus ride to the Original 106 office 
where they were met with the friendly staff who showed the boys how to radio station 
worked and how to record their advert. Accompanied by the brilliant Miss Brown, the 
three needed no prompting and were confident and natural behind the microphone.  

Original 106 presenter Martin Ingram was very impressed with Sammy, Oliver and Miss 
Brown. We think they may have a future career in radio presenting! 

PUPILS VISIT NEWLY  
REFURBISHED ART GALLERY!

L7 VISITS GORDON  
HIGHLANDER MUSEUM

Before half-term, both Lower 7 classes visited the 
Gordon Highlanders Museum to learn more about 
WW1 and the Gordon Highlanders’ contribution to 
War efforts. 

This year, our upper 3 pupils who 
are studying Fine Art, visited the 
newly refurbished Aberdeen Art 

Gallery! 
 

The gallery has been under 
refurbishment for two years, so 
the students were very happy to 
gain inspiration from the artwork 

and channel it into their own. 

During their Gordon Highlander  
visit, pupils were able to visit a WW1 
trench and see artefacts from the 
time period giving them a taste of 
what life must have been like to have 
fought and ‘lived’ for some time on 
the Western Front. The volunteers 
working at the centre were fantastic 
and we appreciate their time,  
knowledge and willingness to help 
us learn more from the fantastic  
museum they have created.
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We hope you’ve all enjoyed Virtual Sports Day we had a blast!

Well done to Clan Forbes who won the Sports Clan Challenge Shield. 
This is the first time Forbes have won this since the first appearance 

of the shield in 1988. A huge thank you to all pupils, parents,  
grandparents, family members, former pupils and staff. You all did so 

well and represented your clans wonderfully!

We must say a big thank you to special guests Kelly Brown, Amy 
Smith and Zoey Clark for taking the time to speak and answer your 

questions! We especially enjoyed Kelly’s fantastic rendition of  
Caledonia. Mr Lamont and Mr Wilkie definitely have future careers on 
Sky Sports  a massive well done to you both for pulling off a brilliant 

Virtual Sports Day. 
 

We hope you’ve all enjoyed Virtual Sports Day we had a blast! 
Well done to Clan Forbes who won the Sports Clan Challenge Shield. 
This is the first time Forbes have won this since the first appearance 

of the shield in 1988. A huge thank you to all pupils, parents,  
grandparents, family members, former pupils and staff. You all did so 

well and represented your clans wonderfully!

 

VIRTUAL  
SPORTS DAY  

2020SPORT AT ALBYN
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A very well done to our Albyn Rowing team who won the Scottish Schools Head of the 
River Race last year.  Magnus L, Gregor M, Sam M, Samuel C and Sophie G raced on the 
River Dee in a 3km race. The conditions were tough but the crew rowed tremendously 

well, winning their OJ14, 4x/+ category.  

Congratulations to all involved, with a big thank you to Miss Rae and the University 
Rowing coaches for all their help and support throughout training!  

ROWING SUCCESS!
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We were so proud when Albyn School’s S2 Netball team became Scottish champions after their victory 
against St Columbas School 
in the finals of the Schools 
Scottish Cup S2 Gold 
Category organised by  
Netball Scotland. 

The match, which took place 
at Ravenscraig in Motherwell, 
was extremely close, with the 
score tied 6-6 at half time. 
However, through persis-
tence and resilience the girls 
took the lead and won the 
game 15-13 against their very 
tough competitors. 

Their coach and Albyn PE 
teacher at the time, Miss 
Innes, commented: 

“I couldn’t be prouder of the team. Their performance today was outstanding. It hasn’t been an easy journey 
through the tournament but our girls have shown a great deal of dedication and determination, both during 
matches and in training, and their hard work paid off. To reach the finals was already an amazing achieve-
ment but to take home the cup is a brilliant end to the season.” 

SUCCESS IN NETBALL FOR ALBYN PUPILS

A huge congratulations to 
Rosie M on being selected to 

join Scottish Netball’s new 
National Academy  

Programme!

Rosie is one of 33 athletes to 
be chosen by Netball  
Scotland to join in the  

inaugural year of their new 
team development  

programme.

The team will now start to 
build towards competing in 
the Netball World Youth Cup 

2021! Well done!

Albyn pupils have been competing in many 
competitions recently with the team competing 
in Weiden Germany at the European Laser Run 
Championships. A very big well done to Kai C 
and Finn B who represented Team Great Brit-

ain in the U15 category. Kai finished second in 
mixed relays and 2nd in the individual champi-
onships and Finn achieved 3rd team for GBR 

team 2!

14 Albyn pupils were also selected to compete 
for Scotland at the British Discovery Laser Run 

Championships.  A strong 36 Scottish Squad 
traveled to Solihull on on Sunday 1 September. 

The U16 boys came away with gold and the 
U14 boys came away with silver. The whole 

team also came away with a clean sweep 1st – 
5th for Scotland mixed relay teams.

LASER RUN

- SPORT AT ALBYN - 

- LOCKDOWN EDITION- 

- SPORT AT ALBYN - 

- ALBYNSCHOOL.CO.UK- 8180



Our skiers have just returned from 
the annual Independent schools ski 
championships in Les Deux alpes!

For the last week 13 Albyn pupils 
have been showing off their skills 
on the slopes and came home with 
a range of medals and new accom-
plishments.

Individual Results:
U12 Slalom 3rd Place – William K
U14 Slalom 1st Place – Emily K
U18 Slalom 3rd Place – Samuel M

Team Results:
U18 Parallel Slalom 2nd Place – William, Emily, Tilly, Finlay, Eden & Samuel

GYM CUP AND SHIELD

SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS

A huge congratulations to Molly M and Valentin B on winning the Gym Cup and Gym Shield! 6 
pupils from Lower 7 were selected to perform their own choreographed floor routine and vault of 
their choice in front of guest judges, Albyn Head Girl Symoné S and six time Scottish Champion in 
Rhythmic Gymnastics, Laura Ytre-Edie. A big well done to all Lower 7’s who tried out and competed!

Clan Highland Games
A huge congratulations to Clan Gordon, who not only took 1st Place for the Lower School, 
but for the Upper School as well! A big congratulations also goes to Clan Stuart who won 
Clan Dancercise this year! We will announce the total funds raised for the chosen chari-
ties by both the Lower and Upper School on Monday.  Finally, a big well done and thank 
you to everyone both organised and took part in this year’s We CAN Walk 500 Miles and 
Clan Highland Games. A huge congratulations to Clan Gordon, who not only 
took 1st Place for the Lower School, but for the Upper School 
as well! A big congratulations also goes to Clan Stuart who 
won Clan Dancercise this year! We will announce the total 
funds raised for the chosen charities by both the Lower and 
Upper School on Monday.  Miles and Clan Highland Games. 
fhjgjkf firfbhjrfbuie fbruifbhefgejfrbgifjbejdfi.
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Farewell & Good Luck  
Class of 2019!

Farewell to our 2018 - 2019 Heads and Deputy Head pupils who have done 
an excellent job of leading the student body through their final year at Albyn 
School. We wish them all the best of luck as they head onto university and 

we hope they come back and visit us soon!

HEAD BOY
Andrew W 

 
HEAD GIRL
Stephanie W

DEPUTY HEAD BOY 
Alexander K 

DEPUTY HEAD GIRL 
Abigail B

A final farewell!
A final farewell to the head and deputy head girls and boys of 2020, who have done an 

excellent job leading the student body through a momentous year at Albyn School.

Symoné - Head Girl
What your role has involved this year?
My role as Head Girl this year has involved a  
variety of responsibilities. For being someone who 
did not have much experience in public speaking, the 
role has definitely transformed this. As Head Girl, 
I led the first Senior Prefect Upper School assembly 
of the year. Following this, I presented an assembly 
to the Lower School, read the introductory speech 
on Remembrance Day and delivered a reading at 
the Christmas service. Alongside Sean, we have the 
responsibility to represent the student body through 
the Pupil Council. This has involved meeting with the 
elected form class representatives to listen and value 
their views. We are also in-charge of the pupil  
council budget, and this year we decided it should be 
put towards new outdoor seating. We act as  
ambassadors to visitors, these can be prospective 
parents on Open Morning, charity representatives or 
even the Inspectors who we had lunch with last term. 
This role exceeded beyond the school as we received 
an invitation to St Leonards to meet our counterparts. 
This allowed us to understand how our role varied 

in a school very similar to Albyn. We are also in-charge of dividing up and delegating 
weekly duties between our team of prefects, this has involved a great degree of balancing 
approachability with authority. With lunch duties, parents evenings, morning briefings,  
information nights, concerts and shows there is always an event to attend. We liaise with 
Dr Long at our weekly meetings to understand the school affairs and give our 
 perspective on matters that arise. These meeting put us at the forefront and have truly 
made me appreciate the dedication and commitment of the Senior Management Team. 
Overall, the role of Head Girl has allowed me to complete my final year at Albyn with 
confidence, courage and a great sense of honour. 

What you have most enjoyed about your role? 
I have most enjoyed working with and getting to know all the different members of staff. 
This includes the administration team, canteen staff, bursars, janitors and ASPA  
committee. Seeing first-hand all their efforts and commitments they also contribute  
towards the school. Our discussions with Dr Long and the most senior staff are  
constructive; the guidance and support they provide is invaluable. I have also most  
enjoyed getting to know pupils from different year groups. When I was in Lower 1, my 
paired reading buddy was a Lower 7 who later went on to become Head Girl.  
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This made me admire the role early on, and so, this year I have tried to get to know the  
younger pupils and allow them to get to know me. Also, working together with Sean has made the 
role manageable and I guess above all enjoyable. Looking back over the year, I have thrived on 
the active and varied nature of the role. The opportunities, experiences and involvement I have 
had through the role are what has made it most special.

Subjects you study?
I am currently studying three Advanced Higher courses; Business Management, Modern 
Studies and PE. My classes are all really which means my teachers have been able to get to know 
us all so well and understand how we each learn best. It has also allowed us to get to know our 
teachers really well and this is something I have appreciated in Upper 6. I am also really  
thankful that the school is able to run courses with such a small number of pupils. There are only 
three of us in my PE class, so I was really happy that I was able to do this subject. All three of 
my Advanced Higher subjects have involved writing a dissertation. The independence this has 
allowed for, has been valuable in preparing me for University. 
 
What clubs you have been involved in?
Over the years I have been involved in various clubs and teams. From attending choir  
practises and orchestra rehearsals in earlier years to being part of the Cross Country, Netball 
and Ski team as I progressed. With Netball I travelled to Villa Real in Spain for a sports tour. 
Similarly, with Skiing I have taken part in a Lower School recreational trip to Axamer Lizum 
and competed twice at the Independent Schools Ski Championships in Les Deux Alps. More  
recently, I have been involved with YPI, Young Enterprise and DofE. In the months ahead, I 
will be able to reflect the hours I have spent learning new skills, working with a team on  
expeditions and volunteering with Barnardos charity, as I attend the Gold DofE awards  
ceremony.

Favourite memories of Albyn?
My favourite memories definitely come from the school trips I have been on. Since Lower 5, I 
have been on 13 residential trips. These have ranged from visiting the Battlefields in Normandy, 
the Geysers in Iceland, the West End shows in London and the waterparks in Barcelona. These 
opportunities have developed my independence and created lasting memories. In 2014, the year 
I transitioned from Lower 7 to Upper 1, I was very fortunate to travel abroad four times. My 
adventure began in February when I went to Austria for a recreational ski trip, this was my first 
time abroad with Albyn and I still remember the excitement of travelling with my friends. Later 
that year, in May, I visited Normandy to explore sites we studied as part of our WW2 topic. 
From taking pictures on Pegasus Bridge to walking along the D-Day beaches, this was a  
moving trip that I will never forget. During the October holidays, I flew to Spain for my first 
Upper School sports tour. I remember running along the beach each morning and playing  
Netball with the girls in Upper 6. Finally, I finished my incredible year in France on another ski 
trip. This time, I was competing in my first ski race abroad for the school ski team.

Describe Albyn in 3 words?
Encouraging, safe and supportive.

Words of wisdom for your younger peers?
Please enjoy every moment of your time at Albyn, value your education and seize all the unique 
opportunities the school offers you, for I wouldn’t have wanted to experience them anywhere else. 

Favourite quote: “Carpe Diem”

Sean - Head Boy
What your role has involved this year?
A large part of being Head Boy has been  
representing the 6th Year and all pupils throughout 
the school, discussing our thoughts with SMT and Dr 
Long on how we can improve the quality of school 
experiences. 
 
What you have most enjoyed about your role:
Getting to know people I would otherwise not have 
had the opportunity to meet. Senior teachers, students 
throughout all the years and mostly the Heads and 
Deputies team.
 
How long you have been at Albyn:
I joined Albyn after the October break in Lower 1.

Subjects you study: 
This 6th Year I was studying Advanced Higher 
Maths, Physics and A Level Music Technology. 

 
What clubs you have been involved in:
I have spent a lot of my time in the music department 

through Upper School – I played the drums for Fazz Junk, Orchestra, Percussion  
Ensemble, Ceilidh band, Wind band, Evita and Bugsy Malone.

Favourite memories of Albyn:
So much has happened over the last 13 years! My L7 teachers, Mr Davies and Mr  
McIntyre, were a massive inspiration to me. Our LEGO pneumatics classes are one of the 
reasons I am studying engineering next year! The sports tour, Barcelona and Iceland were 
also fantastic. 
 
Describe Albyn in 3 words:
Supportive, committed and welcoming.

Words of wisdom for your younger peers:
As we go through school, we often get fixated on trophies and awards. Sometimes our  
motivation for working hard, is solely to get a prize. Alternatively, sometimes we are  
disheartened if we do not get recognition for our hard work. My advice to everyone, is find 
the self-motivation to achieve your goals. I think you will find you are a lot happier, and you 
can sustain your work for a much longer time, if your drive is coming from within.

Favourite quote:
“Everybody is a genius. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its 
whole life believing that it is stupid.” — Albert Einstein
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Bahar - Deputy Head Girl
What your role has involved this year:

This year, as Deputy Head Girl, my role has mostly involved 
working with my fellow Deputy and the Heads, as well as with 
the Headmaster. We have organised various events, given our 
thoughts on certain issues affecting the school and even  
suggested possible solutions for these problems. Along with other 
prefects, I have also given tours to prospective parents on Open 
Days.

What you have enjoyed most about your role:
I particularly like the idea that I am one of four “voices” for the 
pupils of Albyn. If they have a problem or a suggestion, I can 
repeat this to those who have the ability to take action, and  
perhaps make a difference. My position as a role model to 
younger pupils is also incredibly rewarding.

How long you have been at Albyn:
I joined Albyn in Upper 1, so this is my sixth year at the school.

Subjects you study:
I currently study Advanced Higher English and French, along with A-Level History.

What clubs you have been involved in:
I first discovered netball at Albyn, and have played it here ever since I joined. Currently, 
I play for the Senior A Netball Team. I have also played an active role in the Literary & 
Debating Society since Upper Four, and am now the Literary President, meaning I edit the 
school writing magazine: Alba Lynes. This society in particular has been beneficial, as  
argumentative skills are necessary in subjects such as history and English. I also take part in 
the Model UN club, where I can use the skills that I have gained in debating to argue about 
politics!

Favourite memories of Albyn:
It’s hard to name one specific moment. I’m grateful for all of the friends that I have made at 
Albyn throughout the years, but one highlight would have to be Sports Tour 2018 in  
Gibraltar. It was such a great experience, and I felt as though I got closer to everyone on the 
trip.

Describe Albyn in 3 words:
Encouraging, friendly and welcoming.

Words of wisdom for your younger peers:
Hard work is essential. Even at a time like this, with school closed and exams cancelled, you 
have to try and keep working. You’ll thank yourself for it later on.

Favourite quote:
“No matter what anybody tells you, words and ideas can change the world.” – Mr. Keating 
(Robin Williams) in Dead Poets Society

Murray - Deputy Head Boy
What your role has involved this year? 
Suggesting new ideas which would benefit all pupils in the 
school, setting an example to the younger pupils and helping 
the 5th year prefects get ready for their upper 6 roles.

What you have most enjoyed about your role?  
I’ve always enjoyed open mornings, from welcoming everyone at 
reception to giving tours around the school. The senior  
prefect meetings have also been quite amusing at times this year.

How long you have been at Albyn? 
I joined Lower 7 alpha in August 2013 

Subjects you study  
In 6th year, A-level Economics, AH Statistics, Higher  
Business and Higher Computing

What clubs you have been involved in?  
In my early years of upper school I was involved in Formula 24 and was part of the first 
team to reach the international finals. I have also been part of the senior football team since 
upper 3. This year, I’ve enjoyed doing paired reading.

Your hobbies? 
Very much into football. I play for Highland League side Formartine United’s under 19s 
and 20s.

Favourite memories of Albyn ? 
All the trips I’ve been on, activities week and even the day outs. We’ve always had a good 
laugh looking back at them.

Describe Albyn in 3 words  
Welcoming, Encouraging and Family  

Words of wisdom for your younger peers? 
 Just because you can’t do it now doesn’t mean you won’t be able to do it in the future, so 
never give up. When you look back, you’ll realise how much you’ve learnt and progressed. 

Favourite quote? 
“Hard work beats talent when talent doesn’t work hard”

- THE FUTURE & FAREWELL - 

- LOCKDOWN EDITION- 

- THE FUTURE & FAREWELL - 

- ALBYNSCHOOL.CO.UK- 9190



Introducing 2020 - 2021
 Head Boy, Girl & Deptuties

“Upon returning to school, I am very excited to start as Head Girl and make the role my own. As a result of the Corona virus, I know this year will bring many new challenges never faced before but I am positive that with the excellent  support from the Head boy and deputies we will make the best of this coming year. I want to ensure each pupil feels supported and motivated during this difficult time and restore as much “normality” as possible.”

Jennifer - Head Girl

This year, we are very excited to work with newly appointed Head Girl, Boy and their 
deputies. We asked the students what they are most looking forward to in their 

roles this next year, see their answers below...

Matthew - Head Boy
This year we have a really great team

 of heads and I’m excited 

to work alongside Jennifer, Aiden and Emmah. Even though this 

year will be completely different to those in the past
, with the 

school not only being physi
cally different but also operating in

 a 

slightly different manor, I’m looking forward to facing the new 

challenges that will come and finding solutions that
 will benefit 

the school and most importantly the pupils. I’m excited to work 

with the new 5th year prefects and welcome them into their 

new roles and responsibilities, 
with the restrictions and ne

w 

rules coming into place this year th
e role of being a prefect 

will be more important than ever, and I’m looking forward to 

providing guidance and sup
port where needed to ensure th

ese 

new prefects are comfortable in their roles.

I am very excited for the upcoming year to 

work with Matthew, Jennifer and Aidan to 

make this year as amazing as possible, whilst 

also helping to support everyone as 
we return 

to a new ‘normal’.

Emmah - Deputy Head Girl

I am most looking forward to seeing what new challenges this new role will throw up, particularly in these unusual times and am excited to see how I will adapt to a variety of  situations. I especially cannot wait to start with a new team of prefects and the Senior management in what I hope will be a productive year.

Aidan - Deputy Head Boy
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I joined albyn in august of 2010 and over these past 10 years  
Albyn has changed drastically.  When I first came to albyn the 
first ever IPad had just been released and Leonardo DiCaprio 
had stared in inception which brought in over $800million at 
the box office. During my time at Albyn, Albyn has undergone 
a serious makeover since my time here. As some of you may 
remember albyn had its brown wooden entrance for a number 
of years which has now changed to its statement all glass front 
which is so recognizable. I remember when I was shown round 
albyn on my tour and the Oliver wing was still under  
construction and the old nursery Harriot house was where the 
new engineering science block is, one of the other renovations 
albyn has had over the past decade was the renovation of 
the old atrium which was turned into the wood theater, lower 
school library and study room which is now a classroom for 
the French lower school pupils. The expansion of albyn to 
introduce the French school and their pupils into albyn has 
proven that albyn is capable to undergo serious  

reconstruction of both the school setting and the culture of its  
community, which has been near enough the same over the past 10 years. One of the 
biggest changes albyn has had over the 10 years I have been here is the introduction 
of boys to both lower and upper school. In 2013 the last all girls sixth years left albyn, 
after their departure albyn was a fully mixed gendered school which led the way for a 
new generation of albyn pupils who were to experience a different side to albyn that 
previous students had not experienced. 

Over my time at albyn I have been on a number of trips; London, Normandy, Edinburgh 
and Alltnacriche. These trips were an opportunity given to us by albyn to learn and grow 
as individuals and connect together as a year group. London was one of the best school 

trips that I have been on, the group of all of us girls went down to London on a 
7-hour train journey and got to see three west end musicals, the 
London eye and the natural history museum and many other 
iconic London sites.  This trip will be a fond memory I can look 
back on in years to come and be thankful albyn gave us the  
opportunity to go on such a brilliant trip. 

Another drastic change that albyn has had over the 10 years is 
the change in the girl’s uniform, when I first came to albyn the 
lower school girls had to wear a plaid green dress with white 
ankle socks and black shoes, personally I was a big fan of this 
uniform and looking back it was quite cute. The upper school girls’ 
uniform has also adapted from a green pencil skirt to a summer 

kilt. Albyn over these years has also had teachers 
come and go, the head teacher of the lower school 
when I first came was Mrs. Thompson, I  
remember she used to give us digestives when we 
went into her office and I remember she came to the 
schools production of Oliver when I was in lower 7 
and it was such a lovely surprise for all the cast that 
had found memories of her in lower school. 

The most recent change that I will  
undergo is leaving albyn next year, the idea of 

moving on from the school scares me in a way as all my fondest 
memories stem from this school, the support 
and guidance I have received from teachers 
and staff here is unmatched and from my  
experience albyn a place where everyone 
feels valued and can thrive in this environ-
ment. In the next 10 years albyn will no 
doubt ably have changed and progressed 
for the better and who knows what the 
future will bring as 10 years ago none of 
us would of believed what type of world we 
would be living in now.

A Decade at Albyn
by Upper 6 pupil Lily M
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Looking back at my time at Albyn School, I find it hard to 
believe I have only been here for 3 years.

 I first joined Albyn at the end of 3rd year, for the start of 
the Summer Term. I remember how nervous I was for my 
first day. But what I will never forget about  
Albyn, is the welcoming feel I got from both the  
pupils and teachers. This helped to make my  
transition to Albyn so much easier.

Albyn’s huge array of extracurricular activities means 
there is something for everyone. One thing that I really 
wanted to get stuck into was Duke of Edinburgh, as I 
had not yet started this at my  
previous school. Straight away, the teachers helped 
me to get onto the programme,  
allowing me to undertake my Bronze Expedition that 
very term. This experience was the  
perfect way for me to get to know the people in my 
year. I have so many fond memories of the Bronze 
Expedition. Not only were we blessed with beautiful 

Scottish weather (for once!), but I made 
new friendships and was able to finish the Summer Term 
knowing I had something to be proud of accomplishing. I 
have also now completed my Silver Award and am  
currently on the path to completing my Gold Award.

Starting Albyn, aware that I had missed the first  
teaching year of National 5’s, was a slightly  
daunting feeling. However, I couldn’t have asked for 
the teachers to be more supportive. With their help and 
healthy encouragement, I feel proud to say I completed 
my National 5 Qualifications with 7 A’s and a B.

Sport has always played a significant role in my life. 
When I first joined Albyn, I was eager to continue  
playing hockey.

As a member of the school’s 1st XI Hockey team, I have thoroughly enjoyed the matches 
played against other schools (not forgetting the adventurous bus journeys to Gordonstoun 
School) and dressing up for the Christmas and Easter Hockey festivals. As a team, one of 
our biggest achievements was getting into the Plate Final of the Scottish School’s Hockey 
Competition. We may not have been victorious, but that doesn’t take away from the fact 
that everyone played their hearts out. Travelling to Glasgow’s National Hockey Centre and 
the thrill of playing one of our biggest matches ever, is an experience I will never forget. I 
feel honoured that I was able to represent the school and to be a part of this incredible  
opportunity. The benefits of playing sports and being part of a team are invaluable. I’m 
very happy that I got stuck in with hockey at Albyn, as I have shared many great moments 
with my teammates.

Back to the classroom - I am lucky to have been on some fantastic trips as part of my  
academic studies. A particular favourite of mine is when I went to Keswick, to do fieldwork 
for Higher Geography. We stayed at the Blencathra Field Study Centre, located in the 
Lake District National Park. This was a great opportunity for us to put into practice what 
we had learned in the classroom. Despite the miserable weather, we all made the most of 
our time and collected the data we needed for our higher assignment.

During my time at Albyn, I have relished taking part in many Clan events; including Clan 
Singing and Dancercise. But I have especially enjoyed representing my Clan Gordon at 
the Sports Days, due to my love for athletics. Now as Deputy Leader of Clan Gordon, I am 
honoured to be in a position where I can give something back to the Albyn Community.

For all those is Sixth Year, our final year of school has definitely not gone the way we 
would have planned it. Even though I have only been at Albyn for just over 3 years, I feel I 
can leave happy knowing I have accomplished so much in this short space of time. It feels 
weird to see an end sight to this chapter, but at the same time, I feel prepared and very 
excited to start my next one at University.

Transferring to Albyn 
by Upper 6 pupil Sophie F
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The Lower School Closing Ceremony has  
always been a brilliant event and regardless 
of the lockdown, we were determined to 
mark the occasion. A virtual Closing Cere-
mony was arranged where the pupils took 
part in pre-recorded musical performances 
including the Dambusters March, Land of 
Hope and Glory and I’ll Be There For You. 
The popular performance of We Can’t Walk 
500 Miles was also shown along with a very 
special message from the Proclaimers  
themselves!

Mr Davies and Miss Brown relayed fantastic 
speeches thanking the pupils, parents and 
whole school community for all their hard 
work and wished everyone a lovely summer 
holiday.

One of the highlights of the ceremony was 
Miss Brown sitting in the dark – the motion 
detector lights had turned off. 

For those of you who know Miss Brown will 
know that she is always on the move but this 
must have been the longest she has sat still 
for a while!

In addition to the ceremony, pupils in Lower 
7 and their parents joined together  
virtually for an afternoon of celebration. The 
pupils dressed in formal attire, said cheers 
with their fruit cocktails and devoured their 
Showstopper cakes that they made earlier 
that day as part of the L7 Showstopper  
Bake-Off. The pupils presented each other 
with ‘Fun Awards’ and enjoyed speeches 
from Mr Davies, Miss Brown, Miss Sinclair, 
and Mrs McHattie. They even had their very 
own special guest: Mike from the school 
canteen, who joined the competition as a 
secret judge for the pupils’ fabulous cakes! 
 

Lower School Closing Ceremony

Good Luck for the 
 future Lower 7!
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UPPER SCHOOL  
VIRTUAL CLOSING CEREMONY

This year was a little different. As with 
many events, we could not meet in  
person but could meet virtually and 
this what we did!

Mr Starbuck addressed the school  
community and was very thankful to 
the pupils, parents and staff for the 
continued support of the school and 
the enthusiasm for learning that  
remained throughout lockdown. Mrs 
Dennis, Chair of Governors also had 

some very kind and encouraging 
words and we appreciated her taking 
the time to join the Ceremony.

We were also very pleased to have 
special guests from the Johnston 
Space Center in Houston, Texas for a 
Q&A with two of NASA’s team  
– Landon Moore and Ali Llewellyn.

Hopefully we will all be able to return 
to the Beach Ballroom in 2021. 

Our annual Closing Ceremony held at the Beach Ballroom has been the 
event most pupils and parents most look forward to. Coming together in 

the beautiful Beach Ballroom celebrates the achievements of our  
pupils, gives our community a fantastic send-off before breaking for the 
summer holidays and for those in Upper 6, a lovely send-off to new and 

exciting adventure. 

- THE FUTURE & FAREWELL - 

- LOCKDOWN EDITION- 

- THE FUTURE & FAREWELL - 

- ALBYNSCHOOL.CO.UK- 101100



Symoné and I have both been at Albyn for a very long time. Last October marked my 12th  

anniversary of joining Albyn. Symoné, impressively, her 16th. Throughout our years we have seen 

so many changes in the school. So many friends have come and gone, so many lessons learned, both 

in and out of the class, and so many people – teachers, role models, peers have had an impact on 

our lives.

Exactly, one year ago today, the 25th June 2019, we sat in Dr Longs office to be told we held the position of 

this years Head Girl and Boy. We will certainly never forget that special day. However, the emotions we felt 

that day are very different to the ones we feel now. That day marked an exciting beginning and today, sadly 

marks the end.

This afternoon, our Vote of Thanks carries forward our school tradition. We reflect the pupil’s  

support for the members of staff who keep the school up and running and allow the school  

community to remember the best moments from our careers at Albyn. Strange as it is, we are glad 

to come together and cherish this moment as a school.

With online learning being at the forefront of our lives for the past three months, it feels fitting to begin 

with thanking the ICT staff. Thank you for seamlessly moving Albyn learning onto an online platform and 

ensuring it could be accessed easily for all ages throughout the school. Similarly, Mrs Mckelvie and Miss 

Smith you have managed to constantly update us and keep us entertained through Albyn social media pages. 

These pages have been invaluable in securing a sense of normality throughout our community, and it has 

been amazing to see Albyn go above beyond to make us feel together despite the distance. We thank you 

both for your relentless efforts.

A Final Goodbye 

 from Head Boy & Head Girl

Our canteen, estate staff, bursary, nurse, librarian, technicians, boarding staff and administrative team all play an enormous role in the running of our community. With the variety of skills and expertise you bring to the school, Albyn excels.
Thank you to our Lower School and Nursery staff, whom many have seen Sean and I grow up. You build excellent foundations for the youngest members of the school. So many pupil achievements are credit to the upbringing you strive to provide in the classroom. These efforts exceed beyond the classroom, to sport,  music, drama and beyond. The classroom assistants and the support for learning team also give confidence and guidance to so many. Sean and I are both so grateful to have been able to experience these efforts  first-hand and would like to express our sincerest gratitude and thanks.
Likewise, thank you to the Upper School staff. From Modern Languages, to Art and Science, to Maths and English, the quality of your teaching is down to your enthusiasm and experience. From lunchtime clubs to residential trips you truly provide us with an all-round experience. The current situation has demanded huge amounts of time to be given towards predicted grades and  assignment work for the senior pupils. Your calmness and patience has been invaluable and acted as comfort during these times of uncertainty. Your commitment does not go unnoticed.

We would also like to acknowledge all the pupils - your individual achievements are credit to your hard work and commitment. Your willingness to adapt to the online learning system and compliance to the change in way of teaching has been amazing. Your diverse range of talents beyond the classroom and your brilliant personalities throughout all the year groups is inspiring. So, on behalf of all your teachers too – thank you.
The Board of Governors are vital in the running of the school. The time you devote to overseeing all aspects of school life is remarkable. You strive to enrich our experience at an already exceptional school - and for that we thank you. This year’s Guests of Honour, Hannah Miley, Landon Moore and Ally Llewelyn thank you for giving up your time to inspire and motivate everyone listening. All three of you are very talented and we are very lucky to have you included in our virtual Ceremony.

To all Albyn parents, many of whom are key workers or work for our NHS. We say a huge thank you for caring and helping our community alongside supporting your own children through learning with Albyn@Home. Your efforts have been outstanding and online learning simply would not have excelled without your commitment. Our thanks is also extended to the parents who make up the Albyn School Parents Association (ASPA). Not only do you organize highly enjoyable events, but you raise school funds that all pupils benefit from. Sean and I have witnessed first-hand the benefits of this through your support towards the pupil council.
And most importantly, despite them telling me not to, thank you to my own parents for being by 

my side. Raising four children is not an easy task, and it’s one you 
have undergone with kindness 
and patience. Unlike the rest of 
our school, you will still have to deal with me going forward – so 

good luck.
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And most importantly, despite 
them telling me not to, thank you 
to my own parents for being by 
my side. Raising four children 
is not an easy task, and it’s 

one you have undergone with 
kindness and patience. Unlike 
the rest of our school, you will 
still have to deal with me going 

forward – so good luck.

And to my parents too. Thank 
you for always choosing to put 
my education first. I really hope I can give 

my children the same start in life that you have given me.

Our team of Prefects, Senior Prefects and Clan Leaders have carried out their duties with commitment and 

enthusiasm and you have set an excellent example to pupils further downthe school. To Bahar and  

Murray, our  deputies, your support has been incredible throughout this year. We would also like to  

congratulate Matthew, Jennifer, Aidan and Emmah as the new Head and Deputy Team. We are sure you will 

make a strong team and do an outstanding job.

To our class of 2020, the leaving Upper 6s. It may not be the end we had hoped for or perhaps deserved.  

However, we are all about to enter a chapter of new beginnings. Sean and I really wish you all the best  

moving forwards – you all deserve every success that comes your way. We both really look forward to  

seeing you all when lockdown eases. But, until then, thank you for the friendship and memories. On behalf 

of the Sixth Year class we would like to thank Mrs Prentice, our Head of Careers, and Dr Girdwood our Head 

of Sixth Year. Your guidance, advice, patience and support has ensured we all leave Albyn with the path of 

our choice.

I want to extend my own personal thanks to the music department. Mr Somerville, Ms Magill, Mr Martin 

and Ms Addison. Your company over the past few years within the department and in clubs and concerts 

has been incredible. You have opened so many doors for me, and you have given me so much guidance and 

experience both on the drums and in my life. I speak for so many pupils when I say your kindness and  

dedication means the world.

The success of many pupil and team achievements is down to the commitment and dedication of our  

wonderful PE department. The recent online sports day is a wonderful example of the PE teachers’ passion 

and creativity, and we thank you for always going above and beyond to ensure pupils enjoy and take part in 

sport. 

Throughout the course of the year, Symoné and I have witnessed firsthand the extreme efforts Mr Starbuck, 

Mr Blunsdon, Mrs Crawford and Miss Blair have put in day in and day out to the running of the school - you 

truly see it all. In recent weeks, it has been outstanding to see the work you have put into the plans for  

reopening in August. In Dr Longs absence your professionalism, leadership and expertise has been very  

impressive - thank you. And we would like to extend our thanks to the wider SMT. To Mr Davies, Miss 

Brown, Mrs Mackay, Mrs Allan and Mrs McKelvie thank you. As the Senior Management team, your  

dedication and commitment towards all aspects of school life is outstanding.

Sean, thank you for making this role even more enjoyable. Your integrity, reassurance and courage is something I find incredibly inspiring and I know I don’t just speak for myself in saying that. Your strength and determined nature will take you far. I know I have found a friend for life in you and for that I thank you.
And likewise to Symoné, when we started this year, I hardly knew you. 10 months, dozens of Zoom calls and countless meetings later, there is nobody I would rather be around. Our Christmas reading was one of my most nerve wracking experiences of my life, but I found reassurance with you beside me. You will go on to do many great things, you have such a bright future.

Finally, Sean and I would like to give our last thank you to Dr Long. We were both truly devastated by the news that you had taken unwell. So, we are delighted with the progress you continue to make. The faith you had in us this time last year is something we are eternally grateful for. Thank you for allowing us to undertake a role that will stay with us for the rest of our lives and most of all thank you for believing in us when perhaps we didn’t believe in ourselves. The confidence you allowed us to develop will never be forgotten, you have really given us the most incredible experience this year.
On a personal level, I have always been excited for University and going off to do my own thing and be in the wide-open world. Now, as that period of my life is just around the corner, I get emotional thinking about leaving school life behind. The people I have met, and the memories made have been incredible. So, my advice to pupils throughout the school, is enjoy every day. Enjoy every class, every moment and every friend – and do not  be in a rush to move on to the next thing. What’s in the past has passed, tomorrow isn’t here yet, so just enjoy today.
For the past 16 years I have never spent more than 8 weeks away from Albyn. The past three months have felt strange, and I know this feeling will continue on into my journey to university. As my  opportunities and experience at Albyn become memories, I encourage pupils to value thier education and seize all the unique opportunities that Albyn offers them, I wouldn’t have wanted this experience my own anywhere else.

Please, have a restful summer, we might not know what the coming months have in store, but I know that our school and our community and our friendships will be as strong as ever.
We have loved being a part of the Closing 

Ceremony this afternoon and we hope that 
you and your families stay safe and well 
ahead of your return to school in August.

 
Good luck and goodbye everyone. Thank you!
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A final farewell to our 2019 - 2020 Heads and Deputy Head pupils who 
have done a fantastic job of leading the student body through their  
final year at Albyn School. We wish them all the best of luck as they 

head onto whatever the future holds for them!

Upper VI

Upper VI Silly Photo 2020Presenting Upper VI

What’s Next for Albyn?
Lockdown was tough on  
lots of people in lots of ways... 
 
As a school, we felt very strongly that live teaching 
would not only allow us to continue educating pupils, but 
it would help pupils remain connected to each other, to 
their teachers, and to their school in general.  For the 
wellbeing of our pupils, we felt we had a moral duty and 
it was the only way forward. 

It turned out to be absolutely the right thing to do. The 
connections we formed made everyone appreciate 
each other all the more.  Teachers delivered lessons to 
pupils whilst juggling their own personal  
circumstances; for example teachers with young  
children sometimes delivered lessons to pupils with 
their own child on their lap.  Pupils began to see their 
teachers as human beings, trying their best to help 
them.  Likewise, teachers didn’t just see their pupils, 
they also saw their parents and siblings too.  Parents 
could see their children’s teachers working their  
magic first hand, as our staff worked out how to  
reinvent teaching to work online in the middle of a 
global crisis.  We became a part of families’  
Lockdown experiences, supporting parents to cope 
with everything as we continued to educate their children.

I feel this has created a renewed sense of pride in our community.  Parents, pupils and 
staff have returned to the buildings, proud and excited to be part of the Albyn community.  
Albyn has demonstrated how strength from adversity is possible – Lockdown has brought 
the school community closer together even though we were physically apart. 

Dr Long’s legacy is a school that is fit to thrive.  His contributions have been extensive: 
he completed the co-educational changes to the school; he envisaged new buildings and 
facilities for the school, without which we wouldn’t be able to provide the opportunities we 
now pride ourselves on; his strategic vision for the school has led us to amalgamate with 
the Total French School and reintroduce Boarding; and his initiatives, such as the CCF, are 
now cornerstones of school life.  We will recognise his significant impact and  
achievements more formally when we are able to, but the healthy and secure place he got 
the school to has given Albyn the foundations for it to flourish in the years ahead.

Mr Starbuck, Acting Head of School
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For the time being at least, I get the  
pleasure of leading Albyn School as we get 
underway with its next chapter.  A recent 
survey of parents, pupils and staff revealed 
that the values we want to prioritise the 
most in the next 12 to 24 months are  
kindness, confidence, resilience, respect 
and happiness.  These will become our 
guiding principles as we consider how best 
to continually respond and adapt to the 
new challenges that the pandemic presents 
to us. 

One thing that became very evident during 
Lockdown was the power of social media to 
share with the wider world the good things 
we were achieving.  This resulted in at 
least 20 pupils joining our school who might 
not have done so otherwise.  If you think 
we are doing a good job, please share our 
social media posts – it spreads our good 
news and may well encourage others to 

join the school.
The rest of this academic year is going to 
be affected in so many ways because of 
the pandemic and the covid-secure rules 
we have in place to protect everyone.  But 
what isn’t affected is our resolve.  Albyn 
is a happy, safe and vibrant community of 
pupils that want to learn.  Our pupils have 
already demonstrated their resilience – our 
exam pupils are coping admirably with 
recent changes.  And they have demon-
strated their robustness too – despite 
everything going on, our pupils are often 
simply getting on with their studies and 
school life with determination and good 
grace.  I feel very proud of how our staff 
and pupils are responding to the  
challenges we are facing and I feel  
confident that whatever 2021 confronts us 
with, we can all continue to work together 
as a strong and successful community. 

 
  We are unashamedly academic.   

 
We are musical, creative, sporty and scientific.   

 
We are kind and compassionate.   

 
We are resilient – we thrive, even under pressure,  

and we support each other to do so.   
 

We respect and care about each other, our school community,  
and the world around us.   

 
We aim for the top, and we will get there  

with confidence, determination and integrity.  
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